
 Butler Co, Hamilton and Middletown

Butler County 
Community Needs 

Assessment

-454 adults completed the survey 
-353 residents of Butler County
-87 residents who didn’t specify
-14 residents of Preble County



history of assessment:
beth race, FCFC



demographic data:
kevin bush, miami university



White
63.8%

Black
21.9%

Hispanic/Latino
6.7%

Other
4.8%

2025 data

The 2025 sample has fewer Native Americans and Asians; about 6% more African Americans; and about 7% more Caucasians.





Single parent family was 7% higher; two parent family is lower by about 14%; caretaker of relatives decreased by 5%.



The 2025 sample consisted of about 10% more families living in the Hamilton district; and triple the number living in Lakota
compared to 2021; the 2025 sample consisted of only 3% from Monroe, which is close to a 30% decrease from 2021.









food Insecurity:
Emily White 

Butler county esc







Majority of the respondents report no barriers to food access (65%)
“Not enough money to by food” was endorsed highly across both assessment periods, 

with 10% more agreeing to this in 2025 compared to 2021.





child care:
nancy baker,

Butler county esc







education & employment:
amy miller, ohio means jobs





Compared to 2021-22 data: Childcare doubled and N/A decreased by half.
“Lack of Finances” is still the highest barrier and more than doubled.



Better pay was the most endorsed area across both assessments, but was 15% higher in 2025 when compared to 2021-22 data
Flexible work hours was frequently endorsed across both assessment periods, but was about 10% higher in 2025 compared to 2021.





financial:
Gayle Drexler, SELF



poverty level graph

< 100% FPL
43.4%

Between 100% - 199% FPL
41.1%

200% + FPL
15.5%





25% decrease in responses of N/A, 20% increase in too much debt response, 
12% increase in need help budgeting category, 13% higher lack of cash assistance response











mental wellness:
Ashley Dobrozsi-Ferguson,

FCFC 





Have you or someone you are close to been impacted by mental
health concerns in any way?





Have you or someone you are close to been impacted by suicide 
in any way?





Have you or someone you are close to been impacted by 
substance use in any way?





FAMILY VOICE
comments:
 GRACE CARR,

FCFC family rep



1.  Housing & Basic Needs (36 mentions) The most prominent concern among residents
centers around affordable housing and meeting basic needs. Comments frequently
mentioned rising costs of living, housing affordability, and the need for better housing
assistance programs. Residents expressed particular concern about rental costs and
housing accessibility.

2. Employment & Financial Support (21 mentions) Many comments highlighted the
interconnected challenges of employment and financial stability. Residents discussed
barriers to maintaining steady employment, including childcare constraints and the need for
better-paying job opportunities. Several comments also addressed the need for financial
assistance programs and support for low-income families.

3. Service Accessibility (19 mentions) A significant number of comments focused on the
accessibility of existing services. Residents pointed out challenges in accessing various
social services, including complicated application processes, limited service hours, and
difficulties in reaching service locations. There were calls for more streamlined access to
assistance programs.

Top 5 Themes (by frequency of mentions):



4. Transportation (15 mentions) Transportation emerged as a critical barrier to accessing both services
and employment opportunities. Residents highlighted the need for better public transportation options
and support for reliable transportation to reach jobs, medical appointments, and social services.
5. Healthcare Access (15 mentions) Healthcare accessibility and affordability were frequently
mentioned concerns. Comments highlighted challenges with medical debt, the need for better access
to mental health services, and difficulties accessing affordable medications for chronic conditions like
diabetes and high blood pressure.

Feedback suggests that many of these challenges are
interconnected with issues in one area (such as transportation or

childcare) directly impacting residents' ability to maintain
employment and access other essential services. Residents

emphasized the need for more integrated and accessible support
systems that address multiple challenges simultaneously.



Around the Tables:
-What Struck You?

-What Would You Like to Ask To Learn More?
-How will You Use this Data In Your Work?


