
Student Drug Use Survey 
Data



Why Prevention?
It’s proven and cost 

effective.

90% of Americans with a substance use disorder began using substances before the age of 18.
Community and school-based prevention helps decrease risk factors & increase protective factors….

An Ounce of Prevention = A Pound of Cure.  Prevention programming could save $18 for every $1 spent!
-SAMHSA Substance Abuse Prevention Dollars and Cents: A Cost-Benefit Analysis

Addiction Policy Forum

https://www.samhsa.gov/sites/default/files/cost-benefits-prevention.pdf


What is the Student Drug-Use Survey?
Collects comprehensive, accurate, and reliable information about attitudes towards and 
usage trends regarding student substance use and abuse. This survey is administered 
every 2 years. 8,644 Butler County students participated across 5 school districts. Our 
goal is to help:

● Identify trends, patterns, and priority issues

● Develop and evaluate effective policy and programs

● Use prevention strategies to save time and money

● Empower youth, educators, parents & community members



Data informs our strategies 
Key Measures

● Prevalence (30-Day Use)

● Youth Perceived Risks (Self/Parental/Friend Disapproval)

● Access and Age of First Use 

Past 30 Day Use Decreased Across the Board!

Alcohol decreased 
from 12.2% in 2020 to 
10.2% in 2022 to 8.3% 

in 2024.

Tobacco decreased 
from 3.2% in 2020 to 
2.3% in 2022 to 1.6% 
in 2024.

E-Vapor decreased 
from 14.1% in 2020 to 
10.9% in 2022 to 8.7% 

in 2024.

Marijuana decreased 
from 10.2% in 2020 to 
7.2% in 2022 to 6.8% 

in 2024.





Prevalence of Use 

Data from 2024 PRIDE Student Drug Use Surveys



Butler: 30-Day Use of Alcohol, Cigarettes, 
Marijuana, Prescription Drugs and Vaping

Data from 2024 PRIDE Student Drug Use Surveys



Past 30-Day Use By Grade 

Data from 2024 PRIDE Student Drug Use Surveys



Prevention Strategy: Delaying age of first use…

Age of First Use: Tobacco, Alcohol, Any Drug



Age of First Use: E-Vapes, Beer, Coolers



Youth Perception of Harm

Data from 2024 PRIDE Student Drug Use Surveys



Butler County Youth 
Perception of Harm

Data from 2024 PRIDE Student Drug Use Surveys



Perception of Parental Disapproval 

Data from 2024 PRIDE Student Drug Use Surveys



Butler County Perception of Parental Disapproval 

Data from 2024 PRIDE Student Drug Use Surveys



Perception of Friend Disapproval 

Data from 2024 PRIDE Student Drug Use Surveys



Butler County Perception of Friend Disapproval

Data from 2024 PRIDE Student Drug Use Surveys



Perception of Availability 

Data from 2024 PRIDE Student Drug Use Surveys



Butler County Perception of Availability 

Data from 2024 PRIDE Student Drug Use Surveys



2024 Mental Health & School Climate Questions 



Mental Health Markers  

Data from 2024 PRIDE Student Drug Use Surveys



Butler County Mental Health 

Data from 2024 PRIDE Student Drug Use Surveys



Butler County Suicide Ideation 

Data from 2024 PRIDE Student Drug Use Surveys



Mental Health Continued 

Data from 2024 PRIDE Student Drug Use Surveys



I can discuss my personal problems with… 

Data from 2024 PRIDE Student Drug Use Surveys



Butler County Personal Problems 

Data from 2024 PRIDE Student Drug Use Surveys



Butler County School Climate Trends 

Data from 2024 PRIDE Student Drug Use Surveys



Sleep and Youth Homelessness

Data from 2024 PRIDE Student Drug Use Surveys



Partnering in Prevention Efforts School-based Strategies

-Universal: Botvin’s Life 
Skills Training, PAX Good 
Behavior Game, Lifelines 

Suicide Prevention

-Selective: Educational 
Support Groups, like 

Celebrate Me!, Envision 
Groups, Youth 

EmPowered, etc.

-Indicated: Community 
Early Intervention, 

E-cigarette Cessation, 
Youth & Family Mediation

-Mediation Center- Conflict & 
Violence Prevention

  
-Problem Gaming & Gambling 

Taskforce
  

-Butler County Prevention 
Advocacy and Policy Coalition

-Suicide Prevention Trainings

-County-wide Youth-Led 
Prevention Initiative

-Medication Disposal Bag 
Displays

-Informational Campaigns (see 
to the left)

-Certified Prevention Agency 

: a low-risk drinking
   course for adults



Countywide Prevention Efforts

● Billboards, Campaigns,  & Events

● Free trainings

● Handle with Care-EMS/Fire, Police & Schools 

● Schools: Alternatives to Suspension, Evidence 
Based Programs, and SBIRT

● Teen Youth Summit & Youth-led Prevention

Collaborative Application 
Submitted for 

One Ohio Funds



CREDITS: This presentation template was 
created by Slidesgo, including icons by Flaticon 

and infographics & images by Freepik.

Questions? Thoughts? Concerns?
THANK YOU!

Beth Race, Director           Tayler Bryant, Coalition Coordinator
513-240-6253 cell           513-594-8784 cell
Beth.Race@bcesc.org      elizabeth.bryant@bcesc.org

Please keep this slide for attribution.
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