HEAD START/EARLY HEAD START
COMMUNITY ASSESSMENT

2018

Methodology – The Community Assessment Process
The Community Assessment is information related to the trends, available resources and challenges facing
Head Start eligible children and their families. This report utilized a variety of sources (e.g. U.S. Census
Bureau State and County Quickfacts, Ohio Department of Education, Child Trends Data Bank, 2017 PCSAO
Factbook, Ohio Poverty Report, ChildStats.gov, Feeding America.org, Grandfacts State Fact Sheet, ODJFS
Butler County Profile, Pew Research Center, Kids Count Data Center, Data USA, U.S. Department of Health
and Human Services, 2016 Domestic Violence Report, Ohio Department of Public Safety, Ohio Substance
Abuse Monitoring Network, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, National Center for Children in
Poverty).

Additionally, Butler and Preble County Head Start data (from the Program Information Report and the
Early Childhood Program database) were included.

Significant Findings
A review of the data in the Butler County’s ten school districts and Preble County’s five school districts
reflect a high number of children with multiple risk factors. The continuing increase in children
throughout all school districts who are eligible for free/reduced lunches is indicative of slow economic
recovery for eligible families. In addition to these findings, the report findings also reflect issues about
the Butler and Preble County communities that have either improved, maintained, or declined since the
last community needs assessment was conducted for this area. They include:








Food insecurity continues to be an issue. Programs should continue to consider ways to connect
families with stable and healthy food access.
Childcare and lack of tuition money are the two biggest barriers to pursuing further education.
Perhaps they could consider helping connect families to tuition and childcare resources.
Childcare and transportation are the two biggest barriers to employment. Perhaps they could
consider helping connect families to childcare and transportation resources, to facilitate
employment.
44% of respondents did not indicate why they did not enroll their child in childcare or preschool,
but only 21% did not enroll in childcare or preschool. It may be worth exploring other barriers to
enrollment that weren't reflected in the survey options given (e.g., why did the other 23% not
enroll?) so these can be addressed.
The expansion of full day classrooms provide lower income families who desire to work with
opportunities to navigate a barrier to working that burdens many American families, in this case,
quality childcare.
Kindergarten Readiness Assessment scores for Butler County students reveal an average literacy
score of 265.1 in 2017. This score falls in the range of Approaching Readiness. This category is
described in the 2016-2017 Ohio Department of Education’s Annual Report on Kindergarten
Readiness Assessment as “describes students who received an overall score between 258 and
269. These children demonstrated some of the foundational skills and behaviors that prepare
them for instruction based on Ohio’s kindergarten standards” (pg. 3).
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Utilizing the Community Assessment
Information from the community assessment will be presented to the Head Start Policy Council and the
BCESC Governing Board during the Fall, 2018. The Policy Council will review this document and identify
significant data.

The Community Assessment will serve as a guide for program staff and the Policy Council in identifying
both the needs of children and families in poverty and the available resources in the community.

The

assessment helps us understand present conditions, community trending, construct justification for
funding and budgets, and is a foundation to support continuous program improvement. These findings
will impact program planning, development, and evaluation.

The assessment will guide the implementation of strategic agency goals and objectives, helping the BCESC
Head Start/Early Head Start programs continue to be a leader in early education and care; increase our
organizational and community capacity to support school readiness; and align our operational processes
with community partners.

As part of our program grant requirement, the Butler County Educational Service Center Head
Start/Early Head Start conducts a community assessment according to requirements set forth in
(1305.3(c)(1)-(6)).

These data points are used to set program goals and objectives, develop

comprehensive services, determine recruitment strategies, reallocate program slots, and set
recruitment and enrollment priorities (1305.3 (d)(1)-(6).

Introduction
Head Start programs provide comprehensive developmental services for children ages three through five.
The program promotes school readiness by enhancing the cognitive, social, health, mental health,
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nutrition, and other educational development of children. The program supports social services needs of
families and asset building to achieve life balance.

Early Head Start programs provide early, continuous and comprehensive child development and family
support services. The program promotes the physical, social, emotional and intellectual development of
infants and toddlers from birth to three, and pregnant women. The program is designed to support
parents’ efforts to fulfill their parental roles and move toward self-sufficiency.

Butler County Educational Service Center (BCESC) is a private, non-profit agency serving the entire area of
Butler County and nearby counties, including Preble County in Ohio. The BCESC is dedicated to providing
school districts in these counties with professional development, technology, support, planning, and
administrative services that help improve student learning, enhance the quality of instruction, expand
equitable access to resources and maximize operating and fiscal efficiencies. The agency has provided
Head Start services in the community since 1991, and Early Head Start Services since 2009.

Overall, Preble county ranks 60th in population among the state’s 88 counties1. Preble county has a total
area of 426.46 square miles (1,104.5 km), of which 424.12 square miles (1,098.5 km) (or 99.45%) is land
and 2.34 square miles (6.1 km) (or 0.55%) is water.2 Preble County is located in geographical Southwest
Ohio, northeast of Cincinnati and west of Dayton. To the North is Darke County; to the south, Butler
County; to the east Montgomery County; to the west is the State of Indiana. The county seat is Eaton,
Ohio.
Overall, Butler County ranks 7th in population in the state among the state’s 88 counties.1 Butler county
has a total area of 470.13 square miles (1,217.6 km), of which 467.06 square miles (1,209.7 km) (or
99.35%) is land and 3.08 square miles (8.0 km) (or 0.66%) is water.2 Butler County is located in
geographical Southwest Ohio, approximately twenty-five miles north of Cincinnati and 25 miles south of
Dayton. Butler County shares its southern border with Hamilton County. To the North are Montgomery
and Preble Counties; to the south, Hamilton County; to the east Warren County; to the west is the State
of Indiana. Hamilton, Ohio serves as the county seat. The County maintains a variety of social, artistic, and
educational establishments and programs as well as a major public university, the Miami University
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(campus locations: Oxford, Hamilton, Middletown,
and West Chester). Served by rail lines, interstate
highways, and two nearby international airports,
Butler County continues to attract businesses.

There were several key financial highlights from
2016. First, Butler County’s operating fund increased
by $11.9 million, which mostly resulted from sales tax
revenue, higher investment earnings, and building
permits. In addition, the governmental funds final
balance at the end of 2016 ($162.9 million) was
higher than the balance at the end of 2015. The
higher balance was primarily due to higher sales tax revenue, license and permits, and payments in lieu
of taxes. Furthermore, governmental funds expenditures decreased by $3.4 million because of lower
expense cost for county development and initiatives to cut costs. Finally, Butler County had a 10% lower
outstanding long-term debt compared to the previous year.3

BCESC Head Start\Early Head Start Demographics
BCESC Head Start currently operates 27 Head Start classes and serves 682 children in Butler County. Butler
County Early Head Start currently serves 125 children. Preble County Head Start currently serves 136 kids
in 5 classrooms and Home Visiting.

Program Services
Program services are provided to residents in all ten Butler County school districts (i.e., Edgewood City,
Hamilton City, Lakota Local, Madison Local, Middletown City, Monroe Local, New Miami Local, Ross Local,
and Talawanda City) and all five Preble County school districts (i.e., Eaton Community Schools, National
Trail Local, Preble Shawnee Local, Tri-County North Local, and Twin Valley Community Local). Program
services target the county population whose income is 100% of poverty level. As can be seen in the graph
below, the populations in Butler County and Preble County have somewhat stabilized after gradually
increasing over the past several years, and the percentages of children below poverty have remained
below statewide estimates for both counties.4,5
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2012-2016 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates; Child poverty: ranking
every Ohio city, county - Census Snapshot

Services are designed to meet the needs of eligible children, taking into consideration the estimated
number of eligible children served by the State of Ohio in other licensed preschool options by our local
school districts.
BCES Head Start/Early Head Start recognizes that school districts and other early education/intervention
agencies each have unique roles and responsibilities. At the same time, they share similar mandates. They
frequently serve the same children and families either through collaborative services or as transition
conduits as children and families move from one agency to another.
The purpose of this section is to meet the requirement of 1305.31.3(1): The demographic make-up of
Head Start Eligible children and families including their estimated number, geographic locations, and
racial and ethnic composition.
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The purpose of this section is to meet the requirement of 1305.31.3(1): The demographic make-up of
Head Start Eligible children and families including their estimated number, geographic locations, and
racial and ethnic composition.

Populations
Estimates from 2017 indicate the total population of Butler County is 380,604, which represents a 3.4%
increase in population from 2010. The percent change is higher than the percentage change between
2010 and 2017 in Ohio (1.1%) and lower than the percentage change in the United States (5.5%). As of
2010, the Butler County population density is 788.2 people per square mile, which is much higher than
the state average density of 282.3 people per square mile and is much higher than the national average
density of 87.4 people per square mile.2

Estimates from 2017 indicate the total population of Preble County is 41,120, which represents a 3.6%
decrease in population from 2010. As of 2010, the Preble County population density is 99.7 people per
square mile, which is much lower than the state average density and somewhat higher than the national
average density.2
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U.S. Census Bureau, 2017 QuickFacts

Race
The communities in these counties are relatively homogenous, with approximately 85.1% (Butler County)
and 97.1% (Preble County) of the population identifying as “white” in the 2017 census estimate.2 Butler
County Early Head Start/Head Start statistics show a larger percentage of families that identify racially as
other than non-hispanic, white. More specifically, according to most recent data, 41.46% of Head Start
families in Butler County and 35.47% of Early Head Start families in Butler County identified as nonhispanic, white. However, the racial makeup of Head Start families in Preble County is more similar to the
composition of the overall county, with about 93.42% of families identifying as non-hispanic, white
according to most recent data.

Butler County
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Ethnicity
The Hispanic/Latino ethnicity has been growing steadily in the United States, and this ethnicity has
surpassed African-Americans as the largest minority (18.1%) in America.2 Additionally, the percentage of
Hispanic/Latino children has grown from 9% in 1980 to 25% in 2015. Furthermore, it is estimated that this
percentage will be 26% in 2020.6 The most common Hispanic migration points currently include Mexico
(61.93%), Puerto Rico (9.3%), and Cuba, El Salvador, Colombia, Dominican Republic, and Guatemala (>
1.75% combined).7
In 2017, 4.7% of the population in Butler County was of Hispanic/Latino heritage, which is about 17,888
people.2 In 2017, .8% of the population in Preble County was of Hispanic/Latino heritage, which is about
329 people.2 As can be seen from the graph below, this population in Butler County has been steadily
increasing over the past several years, whereas this population in Preble County has remained more stable
during this time.

U.S. Census Bureau, 2017 QuickFacts, Butler County, Ohio; and Preble County, Ohio United States Census Bureau,
2012-2016 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates
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Minority Median Income Levels
In 2016, the median income levels of households with children in Ohio varied substantially by race and
ethnicity. Hispanics and African Americans in Ohio were substantially lower than those of Asian Americans
and non-Hispanic whites. The median income of African American households with children in 2016 was
$29,500, and the median income of Hispanic households with children was $33,700. These levels are less
than 45 percent of the median income in that year for non-Hispanic white households with children—
$73,4004—and slightly more than 50 percent of the median income of Asian American households with
children—$91,300.8

According to DataUSA, 2016 Wages by across racial ethnic groups in Preble County were: Asian ($45,593
± $30,080), White ($38,385 ± $2,103), and Black or African american ($34,300 ± $16,157). The same source
lists the 2016 wages across ethnoracial groups as: Asian ($58,253 ± $4,343), White ($47,135 ± $469) and
Other Native American ($43,455 ± $8,981). Of note, this site only reports the top three average incomes,
which is why the same groups aren’t represented across both counties.

Kids Count Data Center

Page | 11

BCESC Head Start/Early Head Start Community Assessment

Languages
According to data from 2012-2016, 7.1% of families in Butler County reported speaking a native language
other than English, while 92.9% spoke English as their primary language in the home.2 In Preble County,
2.1% of families reported speaking a native language other than English, while 97.9% spoke English as
their primary language in the home.2 BCESC Early Head Start/Head Start statistics from the 2016-2017
annual report indicated that 24% of families in Butler County reported speaking a language other than
English in the home, and 20% of those were Spanish speaking. All Head Start families in Preble County
listed English as their primary language.9

U.S. Census Bureau, 2017 QuickFacts, Butler County, Ohio and Preble County, Ohio

At the state level, the number of school-age children (children ages 5–17) who spoke a language other
than English at home rose from 9.5 to about 12 million between 2000 and 2016, or from 10% to 22% of
the population in this age range. The percentage of school-age children who speak a language other than
English at home has remained fairly stable over the past several years, remaining at about 22%.10
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Furthermore, in Ohio, 58,603 limited English proficient (LEP) students/English Language Learners (ELL)
were enrolled in the state’s elementary and secondary public schools during the 2016-2017 school year.
The number of ELLs reported in Ohio for school year 2016-2017 represents an increase of about 53% over
the number reported five years previously and about an 85% increase over the number reported 10 years
ago. 11

Ohio Department of Education Report Cards, 2006-2007, 2011-2012, 2016-2017

Gender
Gender break-down in Butler County and Preble County is fairly equal. According to Butler County data
from 2017, male residents accounted for 49% of the population, and females represented 51% of the
population.2 Similarly, Preble County data from 2017 indicated male residents accounted for 49.5% of
the population, and females represented 50.5% of the population.2
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U.S. Census Bureau, 2017 QuickFacts, Butler County, Ohio and Preble County, Ohio

Ages
The median age for Butler County residents is 36.5, and the median age for Preble County residents is
42.2. The median age is 39.3 in Ohio and 37.9 in the United States. 12

Most recent data for age demographics in Butler County and Preble County indicate that the population
age 65 and over continues to be greater than the population under 5. According to the United States
Census Bureau, the number of residents over the age of 65 in Butler County was estimated to be about
54,426 in 2017.2 By 2025, this number is expected to increase by about 66% to 90,610.13 The number of
residents over the age of 65 in Preble County was estimated to be about 7,689 in 2017.2 By 2025, this
number is expected to increase by about 14.49% to 8,880.14 The breakdowns of the populations in
Butler County and Preble County by age are shown in the graph below.15
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2016 Census Reporter, Butler County, Ohio and Preble County, Ohio

Child Population
In Butler County, residents under 5 years make up 6.2% of the population, which is about 23,597
children.2 By 2025, this number is expected to increase by about 13.32% to 26,740.13 In Preble County,
residents under 5 years make up 5.4% of the population, which is about 2,220 children.2 By 2025, this
number is expected to decrease by about 7.21% to 2,060.14

Households and Families
According to data from 2016, there were 137,314 households in Butler County. The average household
size is 2.7, which is about 10% higher than the average household size in the state (2.4) and about the
same as the estimated average household size in the United States (2.7). Married couples make up 62%
of the households in Butler County, with non-family households at 16%. Almost 16% of households are
headed by females, while 7% are headed by males. 15
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According to data from 2016, there were 16,048 households in Preble County. The average household size
is 2.6, which is a little higher than the average household size in the state and a little lower than the
estimated average household size in the United States. Married couples make up 57% of the households
in Preble County, with non-family households at 14%. About 13% of households are headed by females,
while 6% are headed by males.15

According to the Ohio County Profiles, the percentage of families with income below the poverty level is
at 9.6% in Butler County and 9.8% in Preble County.16 (Note: Comparatively, DataUSA lists the 2016
poverty rates for the U.S. and Ohio at 14% and 14.6%, respectively.)

2017 Ohio County Profiles, Butler County, Ohio and Preble County, Ohio

Economic Activities
Southwest Ohio is in a strategic national location. With numerous interchanges in Butler County and
Preble County, there is easy access to the surrounding metropolitan areas.
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Served by both rail lines and interstate highways, Butler County is considered the center of a “metroplex”
that connects Dayton in Montgomery County to Cincinnati in Hamilton County, providing two nearby
international airports and a population of more than 3 million people within an hour’s drive. Butler County
contains seven cities, five villages, and thirteen civil townships.17

Similarly, Preble County's location in the Dayton - Cincinnati region allows Preble County residents access
to counties with high employment levels, such as Hamilton, Montgomery, and Butler counties. Preble
County contains one city, ten villages, and twelve townships.18

Since 2010, the employment rate in Ohio has steadily increased and the unemployment rate has
correspondingly decreased. As of 2016, there were 7,111 total employer establishments in Butler County
who employed 134,993 employees.2 The economy of Butler County tends to specialize in manufacturing,
management, and wholesale trade, and the largest industries are manufacturing, health care and social
assistance, and retail trade. The highest paying industries are management, utilities, and
professional/scientific/technology services.12 In Preble County, there were 655 total employer
establishments as of 2016 who employed 8,985 employees.2 The economy of Preble County tends to
specialize in manufacturing, agriculture, forestry, fishing, hunting, and transportation and warehousing.
The largest industries are manufacturing, healthcare and social assistance, and retail trade. The highest
paying industries are professional, scientific, tech services, transportation and warehousing, and real
estate, rental and leasing.12

Future Trends for Butler County Economy
Between 2015 and 2016, the number of employees in Butler County increased by about 1.55%. 12 The
tables below highlight the percentage of Butler County residents employed within major industries in
2016 along with the largest employers in the county as of 2015.12

Industry

Percentage of People Employed

Administrative

13.4%

Management

11.2%

Sales

9.9%
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Production

7.5%

Food and Serving

5.7%

Business and Financial Operations

5.3%

Education, Training, & Library

4.7%

Health Practitioners

4.7%

Construction and Extraction

4.5%

Material Moving

3.7%

Cleaning and Maintenance

3.3%

Health Technicians

3.3%

Transportation

3.3%

Architecture & Engineering

3.1%

Installation, Maintenance, and Repair

2.8%

Personal Care & Service

2.7%

Computer and Mathematical

2.6%

Healthcare Support

2.2%

Community and Social Service

1.7%

Art and Recreation

1.4%

Law Enforcement Supervisors

.8%

Legal

.7%

Firefighting Supervisors

.7%

Life, Physical, and Social Science

.7%
Data USA: Butler County, Ohio

BUTLER COUNTY’S LARGEST EMPLOYERS (2015)19
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Miami University

3,282

Education

Cincinnati Financial Corp

3,280

Insurance

AK Steel

2,412

Manufacturing
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GE Aviation

2,000

Manufacturing

Lakota School District

1,827

Education

Butler County Government

1,700

Government

Mercy Regional Hospital

1,210

Healthcare

Ohio Casualty Insurance Group KNA

1,209

Insurance

Hamilton City Schools

1,150

Education

Ft. Hamilton Hospital

1,017

Healthcare

Fairfield City Schools

1,016

Education

Cornerstone Brands

927

Consumer Goods

Advance Pierre Foods

892

Manufacturing

Baker Concrete (Monroe)

802

Manufacturing

Procter & Gamble

742

Manufacturing

Community First Solutions

700

Healthcare

City of Hamilton

680

Government

Medco Health Solutions

650

Healthcare

Koch Foods

600

Food Service

Pacific Manufacturing Inc.

576

Manufacturing

West Chester Hospital

560

Healthcare

Miller Coors

510

Food/Beverage

Tri-County Extended Care

500

Healthcare

Cincinnati Children’s Hospital (Liberty Twp)

461

Healthcare

Totes Isotoner

459

Manufacturing

Edgewood Board of Education

410

Education

Square D (Schneider Electric)

403

Manufacturing

Planes Co. (West Chester)

360

Moving/Storage

First Financial Bank

235

Financial

OPW Fueling Components

219

Construction/Machinery and
Equipment

Future Trends for Preble County Economy
Between 2015 and 2016, the number of employees in Preble County increased by about .55%.12 The table
below highlights the percentage of Preble County residents employed within various industries in 2016.12
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Industry

Percentage of People Employed

Administrative

12.8%

Production

12.6%

Management

8%

Sales

7.1%

Transportation

5.7%

Installation, Maintenance, and Repair

5.7%

Food and Serving

5.4%

Construction and Extraction

4.7%

Cleaning and Maintenance

4.7%

Material Moving

4.4%

Healthcare Support

4.2%

Education, Training, & Library

4%

Health Technicians

3.2%

Health Practitioners

3.2%

Personal Care & Service

3%

Business and Financial Operations

2.9%

Community and Social Service

1.6%

Architecture & Engineering

1.3%

Law Enforcement Supervisors

1.3%

Computer and Mathematical

1.1%

Art and Recreation

1%

Firefighting Supervisors

1%

Farming, Fishing, Forestry

.5%

Legal

.5%

Life, Physical, Social Science

.4%
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Data USA: Preble County, Ohio

Median Income Levels
As of 2016, the per capita income of Butler County from the past 12 months is $28,556 which is lower
than the 2016 state average of $44,876.2 Butler County median household income is $59,652, higher than
Ohio’s average of $50,674.2 The median household income in Butler County, Ohio has grown by 9.46%
since 2010.2

In Preble County, the per capita income as of 2016 is $24,6052, which is lower than the state average.
Preble County median household income is $51,356, which is slightly higher than the state average. The
median household income in Preble County has grown by about 6.1% since 2010.2

U.S Census Bureau, QuickFacts

Another method to determine classification of family income is the Basic Needs Calculation. A family is
considered poor if the household income is below this basic needs budget. The living wage below is the
hourly rate an individual must earn to support their family and meet basic needs. In Butler County, Ohio,
the living wage estimates are20:
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One Adult

One Adult,
One Child

One Adult.
2 Children

Two
Adults
(1
Working
)

Living Wage

$10.42

$22.55

$26.26

$17.43

$20.35

$23.35

Poverty Wage

$5.00

$7.00

$9.00

$7.00

$9.00

$11.00

Minimum Wage

$8.30

$8.30

$8.30

$8.30

$8.30

$8.30

Two Adults
(1 Working),
One Child

Two Adults
(1 Working),
Two
Children

Hourly Wages

Two Adults
(1 Working),
One Child

Two Adults
(1 Working),
Two
Children

Living Wage Calculation for Butler County, Ohio
Dr. Amy K. Glasmeier and the Massachusetts Institute of Technology

In Preble County, the living wage estimates are20:

One Adult

One Adult,
One Child

One Adult.
2 Children

Two
Adults
(1
Working
)

Living Wage

$10.06

$21.93

$25.65

$16.93

$19.74

$22.73

Poverty Wage

$5.00

$7.00

$9.00

$7.00

$9.00

$11.00

Minimum Wage

$8.30

$8.30

$8.30

$8.30

$8.30

$8.30

Hourly Wages

Living Wage Calculation for Preble County, Ohio
Dr. Amy K. Glasmeier and the Massachusetts Institute of Technology

According to 2017 Federal Poverty Guidelines, a family of three was considered at or below 100% FPL if
they had an income of $20,420.21 A full-time job must pay at least $9.82 per hour to reach this level. With
the minimum wage at $7.25, a family must have an hourly income that is about 26% higher than minimum
wage to reach poverty level.

Poverty
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The US Census Bureau reported roughly 12.4% percent of Butler County residents — or about 46,814
people — live in poverty.2 About 11% of Preble County residents live in poverty, which is about 4,523
people.2 The graphs below provide further breakdowns in poverty status by various demographic factors
for both counties.2, 4, 16

2017 Ohio County Profiles, Butler County, Ohio and Preble County, Ohio; U.S. Census Bureau, 2012-2016 American Community Survey 5-Year
Estimates
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Early Childhood Advisory Council22, 23

2017 Ohio County Profiles, Butler County, Ohio16

Child Poverty Statistics
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The 2018 Ohio Poverty Report, indicated that Butler County, Ohio had an overall poverty rate of 13.6%,
and Preble County had a poverty rate of 13.5% in Preble County.24 In 2016, Butler County had an overall
child poverty rate of 18.6%, while children ages 0-4 had a poverty rate of over 21.4%.4 Preble County had
an overall child poverty rate of 19.5% in 2016, while children ages 0-4 had a poverty rate of 25.8%.4
Compared with children living in families that are not in poverty, children living in poverty are more likely
to have difficulty in school, to become teen parents, and, as adults, to earn less and be unemployed more
frequently.

U.S. Census Bureau, 2012-2016 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates

According to ChildStats.gov, children ages 0–5 were more likely to be living in families with incomes below
the poverty line than those ages 6–17. In 2015, 21% of children ages 0–5 lived in poverty, compared with
19% of older related children.25
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1305.3(B)(2) Other Child development and child care programs that are serving EHS and HS eligible
children, including publicly funded State and local preschool programs, and the approximate number
of Head Start eligible children served by each.

Early Child Care Options
BCESC Head Start/Early Head Start eligible children receive early childhood services through one of four
primary venues in Butler County and Preble County.
●
●
●
●

BCESC Head Start preschool centers
State Pre-Kindergarten programs in local elementary schools
Tuition or voucher child care centers or child care homes
Friends and family care

Subsidized Child Care
Making affordable child care available to parents addresses a common barrier to employment. It also
enhances parents’ ability to participate in workforce training activities. To receive subsidized child care,
parents must be employed or participating in training or education activities leading to employment.
According to the Ohio Department of Job and Family Services Fact Sheet (2017), 320,000 children are cared
for in settings licensed by the state. Of these 320,000 children in licensed child care settings, over 116,000
of them receive monthly financial assistance for child care.26
Butler County has a total of 224 certified/licensed available providers licensed by ODJFS of Education.
According to the ECAD Early Learning and Development County Profile, there are 128 licensed childcare
centers, 35 ODE licensed preschools, 8 ODE licensed school-age childcare, 5 registered day camps, and
47 licensed Type B home providers.27
Preble County has a total of 21 certified/licensed available providers licensed by ODJFS of Education.
According to the ECAD Early Learning and Development County Profile, there are 9 licensed childcare
centers, 8 ODE licensed preschools, 1 ODE licensed school-age childcare, 1 registered day camp, and 2
licensed Type B home providers.27
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2015 ECAC Early Learning and Development County Profile22

ECAC Early Learning and Development Preble County Profile23
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2015 ECAC Early Learning and Development County Profile22
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Source: ECAC Early Learning and Development County Profile23

Related Support Agencies

BCESC Help Me Grow
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Butler County benefits from the support of the BCESC Help Me Grow (HMG) program. Serving newborns
through children 3 years of age, they provide newborn home visits and case management services for
children identified “at risk” for developmental delays or disabilities. In addition to At Risk services, HMG
is responsible for all entitlements to children who qualify under Part C of the Individuals with Disabilities
Education Act (IDEA).
Help Me Grow provides many types of services to infants and toddlers with developmental delays or
disabilities and their families. A system of providers’ works together to provide early identification and
family-centered services that ensure a child receives identified services and access to community
resources. The program provides appropriate specialized services and will helps parents identify present
and future needs of their child.
The Help Me Grow program served 1,2187 infants and toddlers by providing services at home or in a
setting designed for typically developing children. And, 85% of families responded that early intervention
services have helped parents with their child’s development and learning.

Butler County DD
The Butler County Board of DD provides services to the young children in our county in partnership with
Help Me Grow. Butler County DD is a service provider to families whose children have been deemed
eligible through the Help Me Grow Part C System (under the Ohio Department of Health, Bureau of Early
Intervention Services). Once a child has been deemed eligible for services under Part C guidelines of IDEA,
Help Me Grow provides guidance to the family to help them access a variety of services provided at no
cost through Butler County DD, including Developmental Specialist, OT, PT, and SLT.
Butler County DD believes that young children are best served in their natural environments such as the
home, day care, or other places where the family may spend time. Every family is given the opportunity
to learn to help their child grow and develop so the child is ready to enter his own neighborhood school.

Preschool Children with Disabilities
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Butler County estimates the number of children with disabilities above the national average. Area
elementary schools and the local education agencies are currently operating on an assumption of 5% of
children with disabilities. BCESC Head Start makes at least 10% of its enrollment opportunities available
to children with disabilities. Disabilities range from low occurrence (autism spectrum disorder) to higher
incidence (speech).
Our agency takes extraordinary measures to recruit and enroll children with documented or suspected
disabilities. Recruitment efforts include: interagency agreements with local school districts, Help Me
Grow, Family and Children First Council; Butler County DD, informal referral agreements with hospitals,
physicians, dentists, psychologists, psychiatrists, social services agencies, and charitable foundations. Our
agency makes dynamic efforts to participate in multi-agency advisory committees, including Early
Childhood Collaborative, BC United Way Success by Six, and WIC.
Additional recruitment efforts by our Family Service Workers (FSW) include door-to-door canvassing in
neighborhoods identified by our Community Assessment as high-risk populations. FSW’s also work closely
with school personnel at strategically located classrooms in elementary school buildings to increase the
awareness of Head Start program services among staff, parents, and other early education partners.
Our multiple interagency agreements with school districts and partnering educational agencies promote
recruitment at transition periods. Agency staff members attend transition conferences for children and
families leaving Prenatal – 3 services. They also attend transition conferences for those leaving preschool
for kindergarten.
BCESC Head Start recognizes that early education/intervention agencies each have unique roles and
responsibilities, and share similar mandates. They frequently serve the same children and families either
through collaborative services or as children and families move from one agency to another. Our strong
relationship with school district special education personnel supports the Child Find process, and the
placement of children with Local Education Agency (LEA) IEP’s in the most appropriate, least restrictive
environment available within the school district community.
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Percent in Poverty
Percentage

(% eligible for

Receiving

Total Students
School District

(2016- 2017)

11

Free or Reduced
lunch, Fall 2017)

28

Subsidized Child
Care

Edgewood City

3,461

38.6%

2.86%

Fairfield City

9,156

39.5%

4.97%

Hamilton City

9,945

69.9%

1.46%

Lakota Local

15,058

20.06%

6.67%

Madison Local

1,498

35.7%

unk

Middletown City

5,912

100%

5.46%

Monroe Local

2,639

27.8%

unk

639

100%

unk

Ross Local

2,599

26.99%

unk

Talawanda City

2,839

36.7%

0%

New Miami Local

In school districts with shared preschool programming, 369 preschoolers were on IEP’s in Butler County
in 2014-2015. In 2014-15, 224 (60.07%) were served in typical Head Start classrooms/Head Start
collaborative classrooms, and 145 (39.30%) were served in district ECE collaborative classrooms.
Additionally, additional BCESC Head Start students were involved in intervention curriculums in the
classroom, which provided activities and supported emerging skills.
Innovative and ever-increasing partnerships with local school districts insure that Butler County’s most
critically at risk students are receiving developmental supports in BCESC Head Start program options and
collaborative options through LEA IEP’s, or direct curriculum interventions.

Child Find
Child Find is the framework in which school districts (LEAs) identify, locate and evaluate all children with
disabilities, 3 through age 21, who are in need of early intervention or special education services. From
birth through 2, services are provided by Help Me Grow or Early Head Start. Beginning at age 3, services
are provided by the local education agency, often in collaboration with Head Start programs.
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Transition from Part C Early Intervention
The school and Help Me Grow (HMG) or Early Head Start are required to have an interagency agreement
that spells out how the agencies will address the needs of children transitioning from the 0-2 program to
preschool special education. This agreement addresses suspected disability, referrals and providing
information to families in relationship to Child Find. Other agencies, such as Head Start and MR/DD may
be involved with the agreement to ensure a seamless transition to preschool.

Based on the variety of sources of information, a group of qualified professionals and the parent of the
child shall determine if the child has a disability and is eligible for special education and related services
as a preschool child with a disability.

Eligibility
For each child who transitions from Part C Early Intervention Services and qualifies for special education
and related services, an IEP must be in effect by the child’s third birthday and at the beginning of each
subsequent school year.

Each school district of residence must conduct a full and individual evaluation in accordance with rule
3301-51-06 of the Administrative Code before the initial provision of special education and related
services to a preschool child with a disability residing in the district.

No single source of information is used to determine if a preschool child is eligible or not eligible for
special education and related services. Eligibility for special education and related services as a
preschool child shall be determined on the basis of multiple sources of information, including, but not
limited to:
(a) Information from Part C for children transitioning from early intervention services;
(b) Structured observations in more than one setting and in multiple activities;
(c) Information provided by the parent or caregiver; and
(d) Criterion-referenced and norm-referenced evaluations.
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A preschool child with a disability is a child who has one of the following disabilities, as defined in rule
3301-51-01 of the Administrative Code, based upon the evidence required in paragraph (C)(1) to (C)(3)
of this rule, and who, by reason thereof, needs special education and related services:
(a) Autism;
(b) Cognitive disability;
(c) Deaf-blindness;
(d) Deafness;
(e) Emotional disturbance;
(f) Hearing impairment;
(g) Multiple disabilities;
(h) Orthopedic impairment;
(i) Other health impairment;
(j) Specific learning impairment;
(k) Speech or language impairment;
(l) Traumatic brain injury;
(m) Visual impairment; or
(n) Developmental delay, as defined

Kindergarten Transition
A reevaluation is required when a preschool child with a disability is transitioning from preschool to
kindergarten. If, however, the annual IEP review occurs before the required reevaluation and
the IEP team does not suspect a school-age disability, data describing why the child is no longer a
preschool child with a disability must be documented. This includes a review of existing information and
progress-monitoring data, as well as a conversation regarding the child’s age-eligibility for kindergarten
(the only requirement for kindergarten entry). Children transitioning from preschool special education
to kindergarten are required to have a reevaluation and not an initial evaluation.
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1305.3 (B)(4) Data regarding education, health, nutrition and social service needs of Head Start
eligible children and their families.

Education for the 25 Years and Over16
Educational attainment is one of the critical indicators of the well-being of a community. Low
education levels usually reflect on the high poverty of the community and lower wages in those
families. The families that attain a higher education usually have better earnings and overall higher
well-being. Education levels for residents over 25 years old in Butler County, Preble County, and
Ohio are summarized below.
Butler County

%

Preble County

Total 25 Years and Over Population

237,038

100%

28,699

100% 7,817,508

100%

No High School

24,633

10.4%

3,228

11.2%

10.9%

High School Graduate

80,482

34%

12,850

44.8% 2,669,316

34.1%

Some College, no degree

46,212

19.5%

6,273

21.9% 1,615,405

20.7%

Associate Degree

18,380

7.8%

2,478

8.6%

643,162

8.2%

Bachelor Degree

43,568

18.4%

2,695

9.4%

1,278,763

16.4%

23,763

10%

1,175

4.1%

761,265

9.7%

Master, Doctorate, or Professional
Degree

%

Ohio

849,597

%

2017 Butler County, Preble County, and Ohio Profiles

School Enrollment)29
School enrollment data for the fall of 2017 are provided below for Butler County, Preble County,
and Ohio.
Butler County

Preble County

Ohio

Preschool,
Kindergarten

4,803

437

174,428

Elementary School
(Grades 1-8)

35,242

3,888

1,044,420

High School (Grades 9-

16,299

1,672

580,920
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12)

Dropout Rates
In general, the number of students completing high school has increased in Butler County and Preble
County over the past 5 years. There are only 3 districts in Butler County and 1 district in Preble County
that reported a lower graduation rate compared to the 2010-2011 school year (i.e., Hamilton, New Miami,
Talawanda, and Preble Shawnee).11 Furthermore, most of the school districts within Butler County and all
of the districts within Preble County reported higher graduation rates than the state average in 20162017. Graduation rates and other academic indicators for school districts within both counties are
provided in the tables below.11

Butler County
2016-2017

2016-2017

ODE School District

ODE School District

Report Card

Report Card

Performance

Indicators “Met”

Indicator Rating

Rating

90.7%

73.1% (C)

8.3% (F)

91%

92.8%

73.6% (C)

8% (F)

Hamilton

81.4%

76.4%

64% (D)

0% (F)

Lakota

92.4%

94%

82.7% (B)

56% (D)

Madison

90.9%

94.2%

73.4% (C)

12.5% (F)

Middletown

74.3%

90%

59.5% (D)

0% (F)

95%

95.6%

79.7% (C)

41.7% (F)

New Miami

95.9%

75.4%

59.1% (D)

0% (F)

Ross

97.2%

98.1%

82.1% (B)

58.3% (D)

Talawanda

96.9%

91.2%

78.4% (C)

33.3% (F)

Ohio

80%30

83.4%31

84.1 (B)31

2010-2011 4-

2016-2017 4-

Year

Year

Graduation

Graduation

Rate

Rate

89.8%

Fairfield

School District

Edgewood

Monroe

Ohio Department of Education School District Report Cards

Preble County
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2016-2017

2016-2017

ODE School District

ODE School District

Report Card

Report Card

Performance

Indicators “Met”

Indicator Rating

Rating

92.1%

78.4% (C)

33.3% (F)

85.7%

100%

74.1% (C)

12.5% (F)

Preble Shawnee

88.6%

87.1%

67.3% (D)

16.7% (F)

Twin Valley

91.7%

97.3%

71.5% (C)

12.5% (F)

Tri-County North

87.8%

92.4%

69.9% (D)

16.7% (F)

80%

83.4%

84.1 (B)

2010-2011 4-

2016-2017 4-

Year

Year

Graduation

Graduation

Rate

Rate

Eaton Community

91.7%

National Trail

School District

Ohio

Ohio Department of Education School District Report Cards

Aspire
Aspire (formerly known as Adult Basic and Literacy Education- ABLE) is a program funded by the State of
Ohio through Board of Regents and the United States Department of Education. Aspire classes are
available at no cost to adults who want to improve basic math and English skills in order to obtain a
GED, prepare for additional training or college, or improve employment opportunities. There is one
location in Butler County at Hamilton City Schools, and there is one location in Preble County at Miami
Valley Career Technology Center.

School Lunch Program
In the fall of 2017, the Ohio Department of Education reported that about 46.5% of kindergarten through
12th-graders in Ohio qualifies for the National School Lunch Program, compared to 33% in 2014.28
Children from families with incomes at or below 130 percent of the poverty level are eligible for free
meals. Those with incomes between 130 percent and 185 percent of the poverty level are eligible for
reduced‐price meals.
About 42% of Butler County school children and 39% of Preble County were eligible for free or reducedprice meals in the fall of 2017.28 Middletown City (100.0%), New Miami Local (100%) and Hamilton City
Schools (69.9%) have an overwhelming number of students who fall at or below the free and reduced
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lunch qualifications. Similarly, nearly half of all the students within each Preble County school district
qualify for free and reduced lunch.32

Ohio Department of Education, 201732
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Ohio Department of Education, 201732

Housing
As of 2012-2016, the median price of a house in Butler County is $159,800, which is higher than the state
average of $131,900 and is lower than the national average of $184,700.2 The Butler County median house
value has grown by 1.27% since 2010. The median price of a house in Ohio has gone down by 1.86% since
2010, and the median price of a home in the country has grown by 2.67% since 2010.2 The median year
that a house in Butler County was built is 1976, which is newer than the median year for a house built in
the state which is 1967. 16

As of 2012-2016, the median price of a house in Butler County is $116,600, which is lower than the state
and national average.2 The Preble County median house value has decreased by about .09% since 2010.
The median year that a house in Preble County was built is 1968.16

Affordable housing represents an ongoing problem in Butler County and Preble County. In 2018, the Fair
Market Rent for a two-bedroom apartment in Butler County was $845 and $714 in Preble County.33 As a
result, many renters cannot afford a two-bedroom apartment.
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Gross Rent16
Monthly Rental
Occupied renter-occupied

Butler
County

%

Preble
County

%

Ohio

%

41,210

100%

3,775

100%

1,544,640

100%

$199 or Less

534

1.30%

60

1.6%

38,664

2.5%

$200 to $299

811

2.0%

106

2.8%

59,128

3.8%

$300 to $499

2,576

6.3%

540

14.4%

166,861

10.8%

$500 to $699

8,808

21.3%

1,006

26.6%

403,773

26.1%

$700 to $999

16,079

39%

1,189

31.5%

503,352

32.5%

$1,000 to $1,499

7,856

19.1%

532

14.1%

233,924

15.1%

$1,500 or more

2,311

5.6%

25

.7%

56,660

3.7%

No cash rent

2,235

5.4%

317

8.4%

82,278

5.3%

Median

$817

housing units

$705

$730

2017 Butler County and Ohio County Profiles

Public Housing
HUD Housing
Butler Metro Housing Authority runs over 1,000 units in Hamilton and Middletown for low-income
residents. Tenants living in the county’s public housing pay up to 30 percent of their income, if they work,
toward rent each month. Furthermore, some units offer utilities, and others provide utility allowances.

The Preble Metropolitan Housing Authority administers a Section 8 housing voucher program. The
housing authority manages 35 active Housing Choice vouchers. According to data from 2016, the
housing authority's voucher program has an annual turnover of about 3% and has issued approximately
12 vouchers in the past year. Voucher holders receive housing benefits for about 8 years and 2 months
on average. Furthermore, those issued a voucher within the last year were on a waiting list for a month
on average. In 2016, the average monthly tenant contribution to rent by Preble Metropolitan Housing
Authority voucher holders was $285, and the average monthly HUD expenditure per voucher holder was
$462. The average utility allowance across all voucher recipients is $135.
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Rental Assistance in Butler and Preble Counties
The demand for rental assistance in Butler and Preble County is extensive. Many local families are
struggling with paying their rent and housing costs and seek local rental assistance. Priority is usually
given to qualified low-income families with children and people who are faced with imminent eviction. If
a center doesn’t have available funding, many have case management or volunteers who can help
people sign up for other assistance from time to time. Call to get the specifics on their resources or to
learn whether they have funding. Or find our main listing of services and/or who to contact in order to
get help paying rent.

Butler County Resources
Hamilton and Butler County Salvation Army
235 Ludlow Street
Hamilton, Ohio 45011
Phone (513) 863-1445
Provides limited emergency assistance on a case by case basis, including rental payment
assistance, eviction prevention, and homeless support to eligible residents of city of Hamilton
and the entire Butler County, Ohio region.
Family Resource Center
5445 College Corner Pike
Oxford, Ohio 45056
Dial the administrative office at (513) 523-5859
The location provides emergency financial assistance with many housing type expenses
including rent, utilities, and even some other basic needs such as prescriptions to families in the
Oxford/Talawanda School District community. The location also can provide referrals to other
assistance programs that can assist low-income households.
Butler Metropolitan Housing Authority
4110 Hamilton-Middletown Rd.
Hamilton OH 45011-6218
The main program they administer is the federal government and State of Ohio Section 8
Housing Choice Voucher Program. This federal government HUD created resource provides
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assistance and rental vouchers for very low-income households (single or family), the disabled,
and the elderly. It can help them afford to rent decent, safe, and sanitary housing in the private
market. Phone number is 513-896-4411.
SELF's Headquarters
1790 S. Erie Highway, Ste. A-C
Hamilton, Ohio 45011
Phone number is (513) 868-9300.
This location offers utility assistance for individuals and families in Butler County.
Council on Aging of Southwestern Ohio
175 Tri County Parkway, Cincinnati, OH 45246
Call (513) 721-1025, 513-868-9281 or dial toll-free 1-800-215-5305 for information on
applications.
Housing resources and other aid is offered for senior citizens and the elderly in the Ohio
community. Many have information on low-income private and public senior housing.
Family Services
1131 Central Avenue
Middletown, Ohio 45042
Phone number is (513) 423-4637.
Salvation Army of Middletown
106 North Clinton
Middletown, Ohio 45042
Telephone number (513) 423-9452 for intake
This location offers utility assistance for families and individuals in Middletown, Trenton, and
Monroe.
Oasis Church
Address is 6927 Lefferson Road
Middletown, Ohio 45044
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Call (513) 424-7150
Very limited funding.
Dublin House
Location is 1425 Central Avenue
Middletown, Ohio 45042
Call (513) 424-4828.

Family Promise of Butler County
Location varies depending on host
Telephone number is 513-444-2033
Host congregations provide overnight lodging and meals for 3-5 families at a time from 6:00 pm
to 7:00 am the next morning. Congregations host families about 4 times a year for about a week
at a time.

Habitat for Humanity of Greater Cincinnati
Location is 4910 Para Drive
Cincinnati, OH 45237
Telephone number is (513) 621-4147.

Haven House
Location: 550 High St, Hamilton, OH 45011
Telephone number is (513) 863-8866
Services include providing temporary emergency shelter and food to single parents with
children and families.

Hope House Missions
34 S. Main St., Middletown, OH 45044
(513) 424-4673
Provides shelter for men, women, and children. Also provides several other services, some of
which include counseling services, money management training, and transportation services.
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Neighborhood Housing Services of Hamilton
Location is 100 S. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd
Hamilton, Ohio 45011
Telephone number is (513) 737-9301
Seeks to revitalize and rebuild communities. Some services include foreclosure prevention
housing, homeowner education workshop, and down payment/closing cost assistance.

Serve City
Office location is 622 East Ave, Hamilton, OH 45011
Telephone number is (513) 737-9701
Offers emergency overnight shelter for adult men and women. Serve City also offers affordable
apartments and a food pantry.

SHALOM
Location is 120 S. Broad St. Middletown, OH 45044
Telephone is (513) 423-7821
Each week local churches rotate to provide shelter and food within their church facilities.

Preble County Resources
Preble Metropolitan Housing
Location is 308 Eaton Lewisburg Rd, Eaton OH 45320
Call (937) 456-2800

HIT Foundation
Location is 111 W Somers St, Eaton OH 45320
Call (937) 472-0500
Website: http://http://hitfoundation.org/

Preble Community Action Partnership
Location is 111 W Somers St, Eaton OH 45320
Call (937) 456-2800
This location assists families and individuals in Preble County with utility assistance.
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Homelessness
According to an article in Journal-News from December of 2017, the demographic makeup of the
homeless population in the United States is changing. That is, the fastest growing groups among the
homeless population are females and families. At the time this article was written, the National Alliance
to End Homelessness estimated that 40% of homeless people in the United States were female, and 85%
of homeless families are headed by single women. This trend has also been seen in Butler County as
shelters have been reporting high numbers of females. For example, in December of 2017, 9 of the 19
who were staying at Serving Homeless Alternative Lodging of Middletown were female. Although it is
difficult to determine the exact reasons behind these changes, some homeless shelter directors believe
drug addictions and domestic violence situations have been playing a role.34

According to the 2017 Annual Homeless Assessment Report to Congress from the Coalition on Housing
and Homelessness, about 10,095 people in Ohio were experiencing homelessness in 2017. The estimate
from 2017 represents a 3% decrease from 2016 and a 19.7% decrease since 2010. Estimates of
homelessness in Ohio also indicated there were 6,688 individuals, 3,407 people in families, 695
unaccompanied homeless youth, 862 veterans, and 725 chronically homeless individuals. Furthermore, in
2017, about 87% of homeless people in Ohio were living in shelters, and 13% were unsheltered.35

Shelter Listings (emergency shelters, homeless shelters, day shelters, transitional housing, shared
housing, residential drug alcohol rehabilitation programs and permanent affordable housing)

●

Sojourner Recovery Services Halfway House
Hamilton, OH 45011 (513) 868-7654

●

Neighborhood Housing Services Of Hamilton Inc Hamilton
Hamilton, OH 45011 513-737-9301

●

Hope House Rescue Mission - Emergency Shelter
Middletown, OH 45044 513-424-4673

●

Heart And Soul Mission Day Shelter
Middletown, OH 45042 513-464-6383
SHALOM

●

Middletown, OH 45044 513-423-7821
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Mobility16
Geographical Mobility

Butler County

%

Preble County

%

Population aged 1 year and older

367,847

100%

41,127

100%

Same house as previous year

309,814

84.2%

36,038

87.6%

Different house same county

34,407

9.4%

3,143

7.6%

Different county, same state

14,626

4.0%

1,061

2.6%

Different state

7,724

2.1%

824

2.0%

Abroad

1,276

.3%

61

.1%

2017 Butler County, Ohio County Profile

SOCIAL SERVICES
Domestic Violence
Domestic Violence is a pattern of behavior that is used to gain and maintain power and control over an
intimate partner. Abuse can be physical, sexual, emotional, economic or psychological. One in four
women will experience domestic violence in her lifetime. Often children are witnesses and/or victims of
the violence. In 2016, there were 1,038 domestic charges in Butler County. In 2016, there were 108
domestic charges in Preble County.36

Child Abuse
According to the 2016-2017 Public Children Services Association of Ohio (PCSAO) Factbook, the number
of reported child abuse and neglect for the 2016 year was 2,992.37 Ohio law requires investigations to
begin within 24 hours, including a safety and risk assessment. The majority of the new cases (1,287)
were for physical abuse.37 According to the 2016-2017 PCSAO Factbook, the number of reported child
abuse and neglect for the 2016 year was 349. The majority of the new cases (92) was neglect.37

Crime and Gang
Many of the BCESC Head Start/Early Head Start Families have been directly affected by crime whether it’s
personal or someone within their immediate circle. According to the Office of Criminal Justice Services,
there were 871 total violent crimes and 11,502 total property crimes reported in 2016 in Butler County.
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Out of the 871 total violent crimes reported, 1.95% of crimes were murder, 21.47% were rape, 28.82%
were robberies, and 47.76% were aggravated assault. Out of the 11,502 total property crimes reported,
21.54% were burglaries, 76.39% were larceny-thefts, 2.07% were motor vehicle thefts, and .35% were
arson.38 In Preble County, there were 17 total violent crimes and 338 total property crimes reported in
2016. Out of the 17 total violent crimes reported, 11.76% were murder, 35.29% were rape, 17.65% were
robberies, and 35.29% were aggravated assault. Out of the 338 total property crimes reported, 39.05%
were burglaries, 56.8% were larceny-thefts, and 4.14% were motor vehicle thefts.38

Office of Criminal Justice Services, Crime Statistics and Crime Reports
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Office of Criminal Justice Services, Crime Statistics and Crime Reports

Addiction and Substance Abuse
Substance abuse encompasses the misuse of alcohol, tobacco, as well as legal and illegal drugs.
According to the 2016 Ohio Substance Abuse Monitoring Network, Surveillance of Drug Abuse Trends in
the State of Ohio Report, crack cocaine, heroin, marijuana, and prescription stimulants remain highly
available in the Butler County region. In addition, powdered cocaine, prescription opioids, suboxone,
sedative-hypnotics, methamphetamine, hallucinogens, and powdered forms of ecstasy were reported as
moderate to highly available in the region. Synthetic marijuana and tablet forms of ecstasy were
reported as low or moderately available in the region. An increase in availability exists for heroin,
marijuana, and methamphetamine, and a likely increase also exists for Suboxone. A decreases has been
reported for synthetic marijuana.39

Within the Preble County region, the number of heroin cases has exceeded the number of marijuana
cases for the first time according to the 2016 Ohio Substance Abuse Monitoring Network, Surveillance of
Drug Abuse Trends in the State of Ohio Report. In addition, there has been an increase in meth cases
along with an increase in availability for ecstasy, heroin, and meth. Furthermore, there has been a
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decrease in the availability of bath salts, prescription opioids, and synthetic marijuana. Lastly, the vast
majority of overdoses in this region are attributed to fentanyl.39

Grandparents Raising Children
A trend that we have been seeing in our community is the number of grandparents who are responsible
for raising their grandchildren. In Butler County, 3,983 grandparents have custody of their
grandchildren, and in Preble County, 337 grandparents have custody of their grandchildren.37 According
to the GrandFacts State of Ohio Fact Sheet, around 99,877 grandparents are responsible for
grandchildren.40 Additional information about grandparents raising grandchildren in Ohio can be found
below.

●

76.2% of the grandparents are White and not Hispanic, 23% are Black/African American.40

●

87% are female, and 13% are male.41

●

39.8% have no parents of the children present.40

●

66.5% of grandparents are under age 60, and the average age is 55.40

●

22.1% live in poverty40, and 51% live in households making less than $30,000 a year.41

●

45% are employed; 22% are retired, disabled, or unemployed; 33% report “keeping house”.41

Transportation
In 2016, Butler County residents spent an average of 23.1 minutes per day commuting to work, which is
higher than the state average of 22.4 minutes and slightly lower than the national average of 25.3
minutes.12 In 2016, Preble County residents spent an average of 25.4 minutes per day commuting to work,
which is higher than both the state and national average.12

Public bus transportation provided through the Butler County Regional Transit Authority (BCRTA) is
available in the Butler County region with fixed route and commuter services running in the cities of
Hamilton, Middletown, Oxford, and Fairfield. There is also a shuttle that goes to select locations in the
Fairfield, Forest Park, and Tri-County areas. Furthermore, BCRTA contracts with the Southwest Ohio
Regional Transit Authority to provide commuter service (on weekdays) between West Chester and
Downtown Cincinnati. BCRTA bus service and routes are open to the general public. BCRTA also offers
curb-to-curb, on-demand service for a fee - much like sharing a ride on a taxi cab service. Furthermore,
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they offer complimentary curb-to-curb service for qualified ADA passengers in the Oxford and
Middletown areas.

Commuting to Work12
Butler
County
Number of Employees

Preble

%

%

County

Ohio

U.S.

180,582

100% 19,414 100% 5,330,000

149,056

84%

16,059 84.1%

83.1%

76.3%

11,284

6.4%

1,797

9.4%

7.5%

9%

965

0.5%

57

.3%

1.6%

5.1%

4,815

2.7%

340

1.8%

2.3%

2.7%

925

0.5%

172

.9%

0.7%

.9%

9,581

5.4%

544

2.8%

4.3%

5%

Bicycle

327

.2

40

.2%

.3%

.6%

Taxi

318

.2

0

0%

.095%

.2%

Motorcycle

232

.1

93

.5%

.1%

.2%

Car, Truck, or Van—Drove
Alone
Car, Truck, or Van—Carpooled
Public Transportation
Walked
Other Means
Worked at Home

145,000,000

Data USA, 2016

Vehicles Available12
Butler
County

%

Preble
County

Ohio

U.S.

1.2%

3%

4.3%

No Vehicles Available

2,629

1.5%

1 Vehicles Available

28,682

16.4% 2,545 13.3%

19.9%

20.7%

2 Vehicles Available

76,298

43.6% 7,361 38.6%

42.4%

40.7%

3 Vehicles Available

40,847

23.3% 4,901 25.7%

21.8%

21.2%

4 Vehicles Available

19,029

10.9% 2,369 12.4%

8.6%

8.9%

7,464

4.3%

4.3%

4.2%

5 or More Vehicles
Available

235

%

1,665

8.7%

Data USA, 2016
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Mental Health
The most recent annual report from the Ohio Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services
shared about the work that was conducted in 2017. Highlights included screening over 50,000 Ohioans
for substance use disorders and depression, launching the Crisis Text Line across the entire state, and
providing inpatient mental health care for about 1,000 individuals each day. With respect to early
childhood mental health, the Whole Child Matters Early Childhood Mental Health Initiative implemented
a framework to reduce the number of preschool and kindergarten expulsions. This framework highlights
4 main areas to target, which include: prevention and early intervention, workforce expansion,
professional development and training, and trauma treatment. The initiative positioned 70 credentialed
professionals in 12 state regions to consult with teachers and address mental health needs.42

In addition, several statewide resources and trainings are available through Project AWARE Ohio43 to
further address mental health needs among school-aged youth. Some of these resources include Youth
Mental Health First Aid Training and information briefs about mental health and school climate issues.

Overall Health
The health of the community bears a direct relationship to the physical and mental well-being of
the children of that populace. Butler County ranked 48th in the state in health outcomes, and
other rankings data related to 2017 showed that Butler County ranked 47th overall for health
factors. 44 Preble County ranked 51st in the state in health outcomes, and other rankings data related to
2017 showed that Preble County ranked 37th overall for health factors.44

Health Issues
●

In Butler County, 20% of adult residents and 10% of youth age 12-17 years currently smoke
cigarettes.45 In Preble County, about 20% of adult residents reported smoking in 2017.44 These
estimates are somewhat similar to state and national statistics. About 21% of adults and 9.3% of
youth smoke in Ohio, and about 18.1% of adults and 7.5% of youth smoke cigarettes in the
United States.45

●

In Butler County, the death rate from cerebrovascular disease is about 38.7%% which is lower
than the statewide estimate (40.6%) but lower than the Healthy People 2020 target of 34.8%.45
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In a recent community assessment from 2017, 9.7% of Preble County residents indicated that
they had heart disease, and 3.8% reported having a heart attack.46
●

The top 10 causes of death for residents of Butler County from highest to lowest are heart
disease, cancer, unintentional injury, chronic lower respiratory diseases, cerebrovascular
diseases, diabetes mellitus, Alzheimer’s disease, kidney diseases, influenza and pneumonia, and
suicide. Although heart disease and cancer are the top 2 leading causes of death, their
prevalence has decreased over the past 5 years. On the other hand, the rate of unintentional
injuries has nearly doubled over the past 5 years.45 No such data was available for Preble
County.

●

In Butler County, the average death rate from diabetes is about 25.2 per 100,000, which is lower
than the Healthy People 2020 Target of 66.6. 45 In Preble County, 14.9% of residents indicated
being diagnosed with diabetes.46

Obesity
In Butler County, about 30.1% of adults are obese compared to 34.1% of adults in Ohio. In addition,
17.5% of young children age 2-5 years in Butler County are overweight, and about 14.6% are obese,
which is higher than the Healthy People 2020 target for childhood obesity.45 Preble County also has a
high population of overweight and obese adults. Specifically, 69.5% of adults, 20 years of age or older,
are classified as overweight or obese based upon their body mass index.46

Butler County Educational Service Center partnered with Miami University to target childhood
obesity through implementation of several programs such as I am Moving, I am Learning (IML).
Between August of 2016 and February of 2017, BMI data that were collected indicated that there
was a decline in the number of children who were obese and an increase in the number of children
at a normal weight. Although there was an increase in the number of children who were
overweight, the researchers believe this is because children who were formerly obese were now
considered overweight.9

WIC
The Women Infant and Children (WIC) program provides nutrition education, approved
supplemental food and formula, breastfeeding education and support to families with incomes at
185% of the Federal Poverty level or below. Head Start and Early Head Start eligible families meet
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the financial criteria to qualify for WIC. During program enrollment, each participating family is
informed about the WIC program and referred for services, as appropriate. According to a recent
community survey assessment that was administered to a sample of Early Head Start and Head
Start families, 22.9% need WIC, 63.8% do not need WIC, and 8.4% do not qualify.
Ohio WIC Program Profile Caseload: Fiscal Year 2016 Monthly Average 234,71947
● Number of Women: 55,30647
● Number of Infants: 73,93447
● Number of Children: 105,48047

Food Insecurity
Feeding America.org categorizes food insecurity as the most broadly-used measure of food deprivation
in the United States. The USDA defines food insecurity as meaning “consistent access to
adequate food is limited by a lack of money and other resources at times during the year.” In 2016,
Butler County’s food insecure rate was 13.1% or 48,950 individuals. 48In the same year, Preble County’s
food insecure rate was 12.3% or 5,110 individuals.48

Feeding America, Food Insecurity in the United States (2016)

Incidence of Child Abuse and Neglect
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New reports of child abuse and neglect totaled 2,992 in Butler County.37 The unduplicated reports
fall into six categories: physical abuse (1,287), neglect (534), sexual abuse (286), emotional
maltreatment (12), multiple allegations of abuse/neglect (429), family in need of services or other
(444). 37 New reports of child abuse and neglect totaled 349 in Preble County.37 The breakdown of
these reports included: physical abuse (67), neglect (92), sexual abuse (37), emotional
maltreatment (2), multiple allegations of abuse/neglect (85), and family in need of services or other
(66).37

Prenatal and Infant Health
Healthy babies start with healthy mothers. Research consistently shows how important the first
years of life are for the long term health of the child. No period is more important than prenatal and
infant care.

Access to Prenatal Care
Consistent quality prenatal care is paramount for the health of mom and baby. According to data
from 2016, about 67.4% of women in Butler County received prenatal care during the first
trimester. Although this is nearly a 10% increase since 2015, it is below the Healthy People 2020
target of 77.9%. Among the women in Butler County who received prenatal care later than the first
trimester, 21.3% started in the second trimester, 3.7% in the third trimester, and 1.1% reported not
having any prenatal care.45 Similarly, in 2014, about 74.2% of women in Preble County received
prenatal care during the first trimester, which also falls below the Healthy People 2020 target.46

The infant mortality rate decreased for both white and black infants in Butler County in 2017.
However, the data emphasize racial-ethnic differences as the infant mortality rate for black infants
was more than 3 times higher than the rate for white infants in 2017.49 Similarly, black babies were
more likely to be born prematurely in 2016 compared to white babies.49

Vital Statistics50
Total Births

Butler

Preble

Ohio

% Low Birth Weight

6.5%

6.6%

7%
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% Very Low Birth Weight

1.4%

1.3%

1.6%

% Preterm

.7%

.8%

.8%

% Very Preterm

1.6%

1.7%

1.8%

Butler County Partnership to Reduce Infant Mortality (PRIM) Statistics
●

In 2017, Butler County’s overall infant mortality rate was 5.2, which was lower than the Healthy
People 2020 Goal for Infant Mortality.51 In 2015, Preble County’s overall infant mortality rate
was also estimated to be about 5.2.46

●

In Butler County, the infant mortality rate for Black infants continues to exceed the rate for
White infants. In fact, the infant mortality rate for Black infants is about twice as high as the rate
for White infants.51

●

There has not been an incidence of infant mortality within the Butler County Early Head Start
program.9

●

In 2016, Ohio had lower infant mortality rates compared to previous years.9

●

In Ohio, the infant mortality rate for Black infants continues to exceed the national average.9

In July 2013, the Butler County Health Department was asked to join a new group called Ohio Equity
Institute addressing infant mortality (death before a baby’s first birthday) that includes nine other urban
counties in Ohio, the Ohio Department of Health, and CityMatch (which is an organization with a
nationally recognized track record in helping reduce infant mortality).
The Butler County Partnership to Reduce Infant Mortality (BC PRIM) will examine facts and figures and
work with key people in health, social service and education agencies, as well as interested members of
the public to create and carry out plans that will lead to more first birthdays for all babies born in Butler
County.

Teen Pregnancy
Children of teen mothers are more likely to be born prematurely and at low birth weight, raising the
probability of infant death, blindness, deafness, chronic respiratory problems, mental retardation, and
other conditions (The National Campaign to Prevent Teen and Unplanned Pregnancy).
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According to a report from 2017, Butler County’s rate of births to teen parents (15-19 years) is
about 17.6 per one thousand teens, less than Ohio’s rate of 23.2 per one thousand.16 Similarly,
Preble County’s rate of births to teen parents is 17.7 per one thousand teens.16

Health Insurance or Uninsured
Medical costs in the United States are extremely high, so people without health insurance may not
be able to afford medical treatment or prescription drugs. They are also less likely to get routine
checkups and screenings, so if they do become ill they will not seek treatment until the condition is
more advanced and therefore more difficult and costly to treat. In Butler County, 5% of children and
12.5% of adults were uninsured according to a community health assessment in 2017. 45 In Preble
County, 6.3% of children and 10.9% of adults were uninsured according to a community health
assessment in 2017.46

Preventive Health Care and Immunizations
The immunization rate in Ohio for several key vaccines is below the national average for children by age
35 months. The table below provides the state and national averages for some of these vaccines from
2015.52

Vaccine/Vaccine Series

Ohio Vaccination Rate

National Vaccination Rate

MMR

88.1%

91.9%

DTaP

80.9%

84.6

Hep B

77.9%

72.4%

Hep A

53.1%

59.6%

Rotavirus

71.8%

73.2%
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1305.3 (B)(5) The education, health, nutrition and social service needs of Head Start eligible children
and their families as defined by families of Head Start eligible children and institutions in the
community that serve young children.

Head Start Enrolled Children and Families
A. Characteristics
In 2016, the US Census Bureau reported that the overall U.S. poverty rate was 12.7%, which is slightly
lower than the poverty rate of 13.5% in 2015. This change represents the second consecutive annual
decline in poverty as the poverty rate was 14.8% in 2014. In addition, the poverty rate in 2016 is similar
to the poverty rate in 2007 (12.5%), which was the year before the most recent recession in the U.S.
Furthermore, the poverty rate did not increase between 2015 and 2016 for any demographic groups. In
fact, the poverty rate for children under 18 decreased from 19.7% in 2015 to 18% in 2016.53

However, despite these promising trends, children continue to children under age 18 represent a
disproportionate share of the poor in the United States; they are 23% of the total population but 32.6%
of the poor population.53 The poverty rate for children also varies substantially by race and Hispanic origin,
as shown in the table below.53

Children Under 18 Living in Poverty, 2016
Category
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Number (in
thousands)

Percent

All children under 18

13,253

18

White, non-Hispanic

8,324

15.6

Black Alone

3,418

30.8
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Hispanic

4,890

26.6

Asian Alone

430

11.1

Income and Poverty in the United States: 2016

In the fall of 2017, the Ohio Department of Education reported that about 46.5% of kindergarten through
12th-graders in Ohio qualifies for the National School Lunch Program, compared to 33% in 2014. Children
from families with incomes at or below 130 percent of the poverty level are eligible for free meals. Those
with incomes between 130 percent and 185 percent of the poverty level are eligible for reduced‐price
meals.

Educational Needs
According to experts with The National Center for Children in Poverty, the most rapid phase of a child’s
development occurs in their first five years of life. While the early period in children’s development is
absolutely critical to their future success, it is also where public investments tend to be lower than needed.
Additionally, statistics from The Institute for Social and Economic Research, The Effects of Poverty, the
educational needs of a child raised in poverty tend to be greater than those of the other children. The
statistics indicate that:
●

Under-resourced schools in poorer communities struggle to meet the learning needs of their
students and aid them in fulfilling their potential.

●

Inadequate education contributes to the cycle of poverty by making it more difficult for lowincome children to lift themselves and future generations out of poverty.

●

The academic achievement gap for poorer youth is particularly pronounced for low-income
African-American and Hispanic children compared with their more affluent White peers.

State of Ohio
In 2002, President Bush's Good Start, Grow Smart early learning initiative asked States to develop
voluntary guidelines on literacy, language, pre-reading, and numeracy activities for children ages three to
five that align with State K-12 standards.

The Ohio Department of Education, Office of Early Learning and School Readiness, has developed
developmental guidelines for all children, birth through 5, Ohio’s Infant & Toddler Guidelines and the Early
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Learning Program Guidelines. These guidelines assist early childhood education leaders and teachers in
meeting the conditions considered essential for children’s healthy development and preparedness for
school.

Another recently developed resource to further support healthy development in early childhood is Ohio’s
Bold Beginning website, an online portal that provides access to a variety of resources. Some of these
resources include information about milestones, emotional wellness, and child care for babies, toddlers,
preschoolers, and students in kindergarten through third grade. Families can also find information about
pregnancy and community resources.

Birth to Three
In Ohio, the Ohio’s Infant and Toddler Guidelines are seen as the critical first step to ensuring that children,
birth to three, have responsive, reciprocal, and respectful care. There are 1,892 days from the time babies
are born until they enter school. This 1,892 day journey is remarkable, complex and far-reaching. The
guidelines are meant for three diverse yet profoundly important groups of people in the lives of infants
and toddlers: parents, providers and policy makers. The six developmental domains at the heart of school
and life success:
1. Physical Health
Physical health is optimal when safe health practices and nutrition are combined with
nurturing and responsive caregiving. Protecting children from illness and injury, and
providing them with individually appropriate nutrition and a sanitary environment that
reduces the risk of infectious disease is important for all caregivers.
2. Social Development
Social development is the child's emerging development of an understanding of self and
others and the ability to relate to other people and the environment.
3. Motor Development
Motor development is the increasing ability to use one's body to interact with the
environment.

4. Language & Communication Development
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Language and communication development is the increasing ability to communicate
successfully with others to build relationships, share meaning and express needs in
multiple ways.
5. Cognitive Development
Cognitive development is the building of thinking skills.
6. Emotional Development
Emotional development is the child's emerging ability to become secure, express
feelings, develop self-awareness and self-regulate.

3 – 5 Year Olds
In March 2007, Governor Ted Strickland created, through executive order, an Early Childhood Cabinet
comprised of six state agencies who currently oversee programs and services for young children and their
families.

Key Principles of Ohio’s Early Childhood Development System

●

Focus on preventative supports for families during the prenatal period.

●

Address all aspects of children’s development and respond to children’s diverse cultures and
languages.

●

Be accessible to all families, and responsive to their choices.

●

Have clear, statewide expectations regarding children’s success.

●

Be accountable for ensuring that it is operationally and financially responsible and sustainable.

●

Function as a cohesive, interconnected system that ensures collaboration among state and local
programs and agencies.

●

Guarantee that adults who work with children and their families have the knowledge and skills
to be effective.

●

Develop and adapt over time to ensure optimum results.

Butler County, Ohio
The Ohio School District Report Card changed significantly in 2012-2013, and keeps evolving to measure
student growth more effectively.
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a) Performance Indicators show how many students have a minimum, or proficient level of
knowledge. They are based on a series of 24 state tests that measure the level of achievement for
each student in a grade and subject. For each test, it is required that at least 75 percent of students
score “proficient” or better to get credit for the corresponding indicator.
b)

The Performance Index measures the achievement of every student, not just whether or not they
reach “proficient.” Schools receive points for every student’s level of achievement. The higher the
student’s level, the more points the school applies towards its index.

c) The Four-Year Graduation Rate includes as graduates only those students who earn a diploma
within four years of entering the ninth grade for the first time. The Five-Year Graduation Rate
includes those students who graduate within five years of entering ninth grade for the first time.
d) K-3 Literacy Improvement measures how well schools and districts are helping young students
who are reading below grade level. The measure and component relate to Ohio’s Third Grade
Reading Guarantee which aims to ensure that all students are reading at grade level by the end
of third grade. The guarantee drives attention to students from kindergarten to third grade who
are struggling readers and makes sure they get the help they need to succeed in reading. Through
this initiative, school districts and community schools diagnose reading issues, create
individualized reading improvement and monitoring plans, and provide intensive reading
interventions.
Information regarding Butler County and Preble County public school districts obtained from school
district report cards from the Ohio Department of Education can be found in the tables and graphs
below: 11
Butler County

School District

Edgewood
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Graduation
Rate

90.7%

2016-2017

2016-2017

ODE School District

ODE School District

Report Card

Report Card

Performance Indicator

Indicators “Met”

Rating

Rating

73.1% (C)

8.3% (F)
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Fairfield

92.8%

73.6% (C)

8% (F)

Hamilton

76.4%

64% (D)

0% (F)

94%

82.7% (B)

56% (D)

94.2%

73.4% (C)

12.5% (F)

90%

59.5% (D)

0% (F)

Monroe

95.6%

79.7% (C)

41.7% (F)

New Miami

75.4%

59.1% (D)

0% (F)

Ross

98.1%

82.1% (B)

58.3% (D)

Talawanda

91.2%

78.4% (C)

33.3% (F)

Lakota
Madison
Middletown

Ensuring high quality programs and services for all children and their families requires commitment from
health care providers, early childhood education programs, parents, public officials, community leaders,
and the general public.

Preble County
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2016-2017 4School District

Year
Graduation
Rate

2016-2017

2016-2017

ODE School District

ODE School District

Report Card

Report Card

Performance

Indicators “Met”

Indicator Rating

Rating

Eaton Community

92.1%

78.4% (C)

33.3% (F)

National Trail

100%

74.1% (C)

12.5% (F)

Preble Shawnee

87.1%

67.3% (D)

16.7% (F)

Twin Valley

97.3%

71.5% (C)

12.5% (F)

Tri-County North

92.4%

69.9% (D)

16.7% (F)

In addition to these achievement ratings provided above, younger children in Butler County received an
average score on the Kindergarten Readiness Assessment – Literacy (KRA-L) of 265.1 in 2017.

Social Service and Health Needs
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A. Economic Security
Children’s poverty has continued to climb, with 21% of Ohio’s children living below the poverty line
in 2016.15 The burden is highest among black children as 49% of black children live in poor families.54
The Butler County poverty rate for children under 5 years is 21.4%.4 The Preble County poverty rate
for children under 5 years is 25.8%.4
B. Food Access and Obesity
Approximately 46.5% of Ohio children were enrolled in free and reduced lunch in the fall of 2017. 28
About 42% of Butler County children were enrolled in free and reduced lunches in the fall of 2017,
and about 39% of Preble County children were enrolled in the program.28
C. Health Insurance
About 973,000 children in Ohio receive health insurance through Medicaid.55 Furthermore, high
numbers of children in Butler County and Preble County remain uninsured. In Butler County, 947
children under 6 years old did not have health insurance coverage in 2016, and 2,258 children
between 6-17 years old did not have health insurance coverage.4 In Preble County, 298 children under
6 years old did not have health insurance coverage in 2016, and 399 children between 6-17 years old
did not have health insurance coverage.4

D. Dental Care
Dental care continues to be a difficult medical need to meet amongst children in Ohio. For example,
reimbursement rates for child dental services through Medicaid decreased by 32.3% in Ohio
between 2003 and 2013.56 Furthermore, according to information from a recent 3rd grade oral
health screening as part of an Ohio Medicaid Reimbursement Survey from 2015, 7.2% of children
reported having a toothache within the past 6 months, and 47.8% had a history of tooth decay.46
Child Poverty
The percentage of children in poverty continues to be a concern in Butler County and Preble County.
Recent statistics show the percentage of Butler County children in poverty slightly rose from 18.2% in
2012 to 18.6% in 2016.4 This means 16,527 children live in poverty in Butler County.4 Similarly, the
percentage of Preble County children in poverty rose from 16.4% in 2012 to 19.5% in 2016, which means
about 1,809 children live in poverty in Preble County.4
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One support to help address this need is Ohio Works First (OWF), which is the financial assistance portion
of Ohio’s Temporary Assistance to Needy Families (TANF). The gross monthly income limit for a family of
three has been $840, and a payment for a family of three was $474 in 2017.57 Although financial assistance
through OWF is typically limited to 36 months, unlimited assistance can be provided to child-only cases
for minors living with guardians other than their parents. In 2016, 3,256 children in Butler County received
the child only benefit, and 312 children received the child only benefit in Preble County.37 The payment
standard for the first child was $282 per month plus an additional amount for each sibling. 37
Strengths, Health Problems, and Areas for Improvement
A recent focus group was conducted in 2017 with Head Start and Early Head Start families and staff to
gather information regarding strengths, health problems, and areas for improvement in Butler County.
The top strengths identified were the county’s size and location, ease of access to health care, shopping,
services, and recreational opportunities, accessible parks, efforts to revitalize downtown Hamilton, and
community service efforts supported by local employers. The most serious health problems cited by
participants of this focus group were drugs, smoking, and obesity. Lastly, participants mentioned 2 areas
for improvement which included more healthy food options and extended routes and hours for public
transportation.45

Similarly, a report from 2017 shared information after the Applied Policy Research Institute conducted
several meetings with community leaders and residents to gather information about Preble County’s
health issues, strengths, and challenges. When asked to identify barriers that prevent people from being
healthy, the top responses were affordable nutrition and affordable and accessible healthcare. When
asked what could be done to improve the health of people in Preble County, the top ranking response
was access to affordable healthcare.46

Location of BCESC Head Start classrooms and number of children to be served
Butler County
Center

Served

Address

Amanda Elementary

17

1300 Oxford State Road
Middletown, Ohio 45044

Babeck Elementary

34

100 Maple St
Trenton, Ohio 45067
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BCESC Early Learning Center

134

1516 1st Avenue
Middletown, Ohio 45044

Bogan Elementary

12

5200 Hamilton- Richmond Rd
Oxford, Ohio 45056

Creekside Early Childhood School

34

5070 Tylersville Rd,
West Chester, Ohio 45069

Fairfield Early Learning Center

34

1111 Nilles Rd
Fairfield, Ohio 45014

Fairfield Preschool Head Start

102

4641 Bach Lane
Fairfield, Ohio 45014

Grant Early Learning Center

110

415 Campbell Drive
Hamilton, Ohio 45011

8

400 W Sycamore St,
Oxford, Ohio 45056

Liberty Elementary

34

6040 Hamilton Princeton Rd,
Liberty Township, Ohio 45011

Marshall Elementary

8

3260 Oxford Millville Rd
Oxford, Ohio 45056

Middletown Community Center

17

800 Lafayette Ave.
Middletown, Ohio 45044

Miller Ridge Elementary

34

4704 Miller Road
Middletown, Ohio 45042

Shawnee Elementary

34

9394 Sterling Drive
Cincinnati, Ohio 45241

Kramer Elementary

Preble County
Center

Served

Address

Camden Primary

34

120 Bloomfield Street
Camden, Ohio 45311

East Eaton Elementary
(Hollingsworth)

51

506 Aukerman Street
Eaton, Ohio 45320

Lewisburg United Methodist Church

17

3147 US 40
Lewisburg, Ohio 45338
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National Trail School

17

6940 Oxford Gettysburg Road
New Paris, Ohio 45347

Twin Valley South

17

100 Education Drive
West Alexandria, Ohio 45381

C. Priority Ratings For Recruitment and Selection
In developing a criteria that defines the types of children and families that will be given priority for
recruitment and selection, the BCESC Early Childhood Program Director, Program Managers, and the Head
Start/Early Head Start Policy Council considered the ERSEA regulations as defined in the Head Start
Program Performance Standards 1305 as well as community need.

A point of interest is the increasing number of Hispanic families in our community and the need for
translators, as well as ESL courses for non-English speaking parents.

The findings of the Community Assessment, along with the Agency’s ongoing planning efforts, the results
of the most recent federal review, and the two most recent self-assessments were discussed in a series
of planning sessions that involved agency management, governing body representatives, and agency staff.
Decisions regarding the program design and structure, location and types of service, program goals and
objectives, and criteria for enrollment were all discussed and planned in these sessions and in regular
meetings of the Butler County Leadership Team, the Butler County Educational Service Center Governing
Board, and the BCESC Early Head Start/Head Start Policy Council. Proposals were presented to both the
full Board and Policy Council for approval.

D. Any significant changes to the program design and program options based on community need:

In response to parent need for quality, full day programming as expressed in a Community Survey, the
BCESC requested classrooms that are a full work day option for parents working or going to school more
than 30 hours a week. Subsequently, through grant and state funding, BCESC was able to provide
families with “duration classrooms” that increased the school day and extending the school year. Several
duration classes were added in Butler County and two were added in Preble County.

Page | 67

BCESC Head Start/Early Head Start Community Assessment

Community Assessment Survey
Survey Data
A survey was sent out to the current Head Start population in Butler County1. These families all are at
100% of poverty or below with young children. The sample population also included adults served at SELF
(Supports to Encourage Low Income Families) and some responses from Job and Family Services. Survey
data can help determine recruitment and selection processes, program design, and the services provided.
Additionally, results can help identify challenges for the families served and gaps in resources in order to
effectively respond to their current needs. Finally, survey data can help Head Start better understand
where possible community partnerships can be developed and also identify overall program goals for the
grant application.
Altogether, there were 333 responses to the survey. Many families shared concerns with affordable
childcare, job training encompassing continuing education and/or technical training, and affordable,
safe housing. The following sections highlight some of the main results within each of these sections.

Child Care – affordable and quality
Survey respondents indicated that child care is a major block to family security and employment. For
example, about 14% of respondents indicated that education is a problem for them because of a lack of
child care. Similarly, when asked why employment is a problem, about 15% of respondents reported
child care isn’t available during the hours needed, and almost 18% indicated it had to do with the cost of
child care. Furthermore, a lack of child care was cited as the most common barrier for employment, as
23.5% of respondents identified it as one.
The number of children whose families received subsidized child care has decreased since 2013. Our
staff will pursue additional information from ODJFS to help our parents access subsidized care, if
possible. However, there are a limited number of childcare spaces available to working families
receiving subsidized care. And, the BCESC full day programs in Hamilton and Middletown have limited
slots.

Job Training, Continuing Education
1

The results for participants from Preble County are summarized at the end of this document in addendum 1.
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Survey respondents noted several barriers to continuing their education. The most frequently
mentioned barriers were lack of child care (14.2%), lack of tuition money (11.4%), no high school
diploma (7.8%), lack of GED (6.6%), lack of transportation (4.5%), cost of transportation (3%), lack of
computer skills (3.9%), lack of college education (3.9%), lack of vocational skills (2.7%), lack of access to
programs for obtaining GED (1.8%), lack of program for gaining computer skills (1.5%), lack of access to
vocational skills programs (1.5%), threats of violence in schools (.3%), and lack of dropout prevention
programs (.3%).

Respondents noted similar barriers to gaining meaningful employment. Specifically, participants
indicated employment is a problem because child care cost (17.8%), lack of child care available during
the hours needed (15.7%), lack of transportation (7.5%), current jobs are low paying (6.9%), lack of
good paying jobs with affordable benefits (5.4%), cost of transportation (3.9%) lack skills (3.6%), inability
to find jobs in the area (3.6%), lack education (3.6%), few jobs for people without skills (2.7%), long
commute to jobs (2.1%), criminal history (2.1%), lack of computer skills (1.8%), ethnicity/race (1.2%),
and employers leaving the area (.9%). In addition, when asked to identify areas they would focus on to
improve their current employment, respondents wanted better pay (37.3%), flexible working hours
(16.6%), increased benefits (15.7%), more hours (10.8%), job stability (10.8%), location of job (10.8%), a
change in career or position (10.5%), reduced required overtime (2.7%), and increased responsibilities
(2.4%).

Participants were also asked if they need certain educational services. The most common services
needed were English as a second language services (12%), online school options (8.7%), Pell
Grants/financial aid (8.7%), ABLE/GED classes (6%), community college/university (5.7%), specialized
skills training (5.1%), Butler Tech Career Center (4.5%), one-on-one support achieving goals (4.2%),
parenting skills (3.6%), Ohio Means Jobs (3.3%), open enrollment in school districts (2.7%), relationship
skills (2.1%), vocational rehabilitation (1.2%), and literacy/reading tutoring (.9%). Similarly, participants
were also asked if they need certain employment services. The most common services needed were
skills training (9%), job seeking (6.3%), computer skills (5.7%), career search (4.8%), support achieving
goals (4.2%), business ownership (3.9%), community college (3.6%), Butler Tech Career Center (3.3%),
vocational rehabilitation (1.8%), and unemployment services (1.2%).
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BCESC Head Start/Early Head Start will provide information to parents/guardians about continuing
education classes in Butler County. We will enhance our partnerships with Adult Basic and Literacy
Education (ABLE), Middletown City and Hamilton City school districts, and others for GED support
classes. We will also provide information regarding technical schools and local university placement
and financial aid offices. We will provide help to families to access childcare subsidies and information
regarding affordable, stable arrangements for their children while they are in school.
As the number of families that we serve increases, so will the need to provide employment information
and assistance. We will continue our effort to involve parents in the Head Start program. We will inform
our families of job openings within the agency by posting them on the parent bulletin boards at the
centers as well as on our agency website. We will continue to discuss current position openings with
parents at monthly meetings.

As an agency, we need to explore ways to utilize our website to link our families to local employment
agencies, as well as classified advertisements. We also need to invest in a variety of materials related to
employment searches, interviewing, resume writing, etc., to add to our parent training opportunities.

Affordable and Safe Housing
The survey results indicated that respondents considered affordable, safe housing a need in Butler
County communities. More specifically, when asked why housing is a problem, respondents indicated
they spend more than 30% of income on rent/mortgage payment (17.5%), need repairs (15.1%), don’t
have enough space for their family (9%), can’t afford utility deposits/payments (6.6%), live in an unsafe
neighborhood (4.2%), have an infestation (3.9%),have to share a house with another family (3%),
experience overcrowding (2.7%), experience landlord neglect (2.4%), experience discrimination (2.1%),
and have landlord disputes (.3%).

While only 13.5% of families indicated difficulty finding affordable housing, 16.6% indicated that if they
were unexpectedly unemployed, they would lose their housing immediately. Over 30% of respondents
said they did not have funds available to help with rent emergencies. Additionally, 36.1% of all survey
respondents indicated they have moved at least once if not multiple times in the last three years. And,
18% have lived with relatives or friends in the last year.
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Offering families additional information about housing options, as well as resources to improve their
current housing will be a priority for the program. BCESC Head Start/Early Head Start has developed
strong relationships with other federal, state, and local agencies to more effectively meet the needs of
families. Some agencies providing housing assistance include: SELF, Butler County Department of Job
and Family Services, Neighborhood Housing Services of Hamilton, Inc., and many others.

Nutrition Supports
According to the survey results, nutrition supports continue to be needed for families. When asked why
food is a problem, respondents shared several reasons including running out of food stamps before the
end of the month (8.7%), not having enough money to buy food (6.9%), a lack of transportation to larger
grocery stores (1.5%), emergency food not being available (1.2%), a lack of food (.9%), not having a
working a stove or refrigerator (.9%), not wanting to go to food pantries (.9%), fresh fruits and
vegetables not being available (.6%), and not knowing how to cook (.3%).

In addition, 22.9% needed WIC services, and 41.8% needed SNAP, though 12.3% did not qualify/apply.
When asked if they had enough each day for their families, 3.3% responded that they did not have
enough food every day, and 13.9% said that they don’t have enough food on some days. And, 2.4% of
caregivers indicated they frequently went without food so that their children had enough to eat, and
15.4% indicated doing so at times.

When asked if the community has certain services, respondents indicated having a food pantry (55.7%) a
major grocery store chain (53%), church related food programs (40.1%), farmers markets (37.3%),
summer lunch programs (31%), backpack programs (27.1%), and a corner market/bodega (22.6%).
Butler County Head Start will continue to pursue partnerships with area food pantries, shelters, and
Backpack programs to provide support and education to parents. Additionally, the program will
continue its strong partnership with WIC and ODJFS to insure parents have the resources they need to
support the nutritional needs of their family.
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Butler County Community Survey Results
School District of Residence
Answer Options
Edgewood City
Fairfield City
Hamilton City
Lakota Local
Madison Local
Middletown City
Monroe Local
New Miami Local
Other (please specify)

Response Percent
4.2%
19.3%
30.1%
22%
.3%
22%
.9%
.3%
.6%

Ethnicity
Answer Options
American Indian or Alaskan Native
Asian
Biracial or Multiracial
Black/African American
Hispanic
White
Other

Response Percent
0.3%
6.6%
4.5%
21.4%
13%
52.1%
1.5%

What is your gender?
Answer Options
Female
Male
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What is your age?
Answer Options
18-25
26-35
36-45
46-55
56-65
66-Older

Response Percent
14.2%
47%
27.7%
7.2%
1.8%
1.8%

What is the highest level of education you have completed?
Answer Options
Less than high school
High School graduate
Technical School
Some College
Associate Degree
Bachelor Degree
Graduate Degree

Response Percent
11.1%
31.6%
4.8%
17.8%
8.7%
14.8%
10.2%

How many people life in your house?
Answer Options

Response Percent

2

8.4%

3

16%

4

31%

5
6
7
8
9
10

17.5%
11.1%
4.5%
1.8%
.3%
.3%

What is your family structure?
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Answer Options
Single Parent Family
Two Parent Family
Grandparents with Custody
Other Relatives with Custody
Foster Parent
Other

Response Percent
31.9%
57.2%
6.3%
.6%
.3%
1.2%

How did you choose your child’s preschool or childcare program?
Answer Options
Response Percent
55.1%
Convenient location
50.6%
Good reputation
30.1%
Affordable
16%
Quality rating
9.9%
Special needs
37%
Referred by a friend or family
I did not take my child to preschool or
.3%
child care

If you did not enroll your child in preschool or childcare program, please tell us why.
Answer Options
Response Percent
2.1%
No program available
.9%
Program schedule not convenient
2.1%
Program location not convenient
2.1%
No space available/child put on waitlist
3.6%
Too costly
4.2%
No transportation
Program unable to support child’s special
.3%
needs
1.2%
Did not wish to enroll
If you did not wish to enroll your child in preschool or childcare program, please select the
option that best describes your reason.
Answer Options
Response Percent
4.8%
Personal preference
1.5%
Found to be unnecessary
1.5%
Disliked available options
Previous experience with childcare
.3%
program or preschool
2.7%
Child not ready
0%
It wasn’t safe
.9%
Other
There are opportunities for job growth for me and my family in my community.
Strongly disagree
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2.7%

7.5%

27.7%

45.2%

16%

Do you currently have a way to get a break from caring for your children (sometimes called “respite”)?
Answer Options

Response
Percent

Yes
No

37%
58.1%

Would you access respite care if it were offered in the following ways:
Answer Options
Response Percent
At a church or other community center
13.6%
In the care of a trained provider
12.7%
In your home
36.1%
Not needed
15.7%
Other
1.8%
Members of all racial and ethnic backgrounds are able to obtain full-time employment in my community.
Strongly
Disagree

Disagree

Neutral

Agree

Strongly
Agree

1.5%

5.4%

24.1%

52.7%

14.5%

Members of all racial and ethnic backgrounds are treated equally in my community.
Strongly
Strongly
Disagree
Neutral
Agree
Disagree
Agree
2.7%
9.6%
30.1%
44%
12%
Please answer the following regarding your employment status:
Answer Options
Currently working
Employed full-time earning minimum
wage or less
Temporary full-time
Temporary part-time
Retired
Disabled
14-25 and not working
Unemployed less than 3 months
Unemployed more than 3 months
Full time homemaker
Unemployed, never worked
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Please answer the following regarding employment for adults in your household:
Answer Options
Currently working
Full-time employed earning minimum
wage or less
Temporary full-time
Temporary part-time
Retired
Disabled
14-25 and not working
Unemployed less than 3 months
Unemployed more than 3 months
Full time homemaker
Unemployed, never worked

Response Percent
62.7%
6.9%
2.4%
8.4%
6.3%
3%
1.5%
3.6%
5.4%
12%
1.5%

If you could improve your current employment what areas would you focus on?
Answer Options
More hours
Better pay
Increased benefits
Increased responsibilities
Reduced required overtime
Change career or position
Job stability
Location of job
Flexible working hours
Not applicable
Other (please specify)

Response Percent
10.8%
37.3%
15.7%
2.4%
2.7%
10.5%
10.8%
10.8%
16.6%
28.9%
1.8%

Please identify your strengths for employment:
Answer Options
Formally trained or certified skills
Skills gained from experience
Positive work history
Education
Dependable transportation
Dependable Childcare
Other (please specify)
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Please identify your barriers for employment:
Answer Options

Response Percent
6.9%
5.7%
2.1%
5.7%
4.2%
2.7%
1.2%
1.5%
23.5%
2.7%
2.7%
46.7%
1.5%

Lack of reliable transportation
Permanent health/disability problem
Temporary disability problem
Lack of High School Diploma/GED
Pregnancy
Emotionally unable to work
Lack of Adult Dependent care
Discrimination (age, race, gender)
Lack of childcare
Lack of preschool programs
Criminal record/history
No Barriers
Other (please specify)

Do you need any of the following employment services?
Answer Options
Unemployment
Skills training
Career search
Butler Tech Career Center
Job seeking
Business ownership
Vocational Rehabilitation
Support achieving goals
Computer skills
Community College
Not applicable

Response Percent
1.2%
9%
4.8%
3.3%
6.3%
3.9%
1.8%
4.2%
5.7%
3.6%
59.3%

Education is a problem for me because:
Answer Options
No high school diploma
Lack of GED
Lack of access to programs for obtaining
GED
Lack of child care
Lack of computer skills
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Lack of programs for gaining computer
skills
Cost of transportation
Lack of transportation
Lack of tuition money
Lack of vocational skills
Lack of access to vocational skills
programs
Lack of college education
Threats of violence in schools
Lack of dropout prevention programs
Not a problem

Employment is a problem for me because:
Answer Options
I lack skills to obtain a job
Unable to find jobs in the area
I lack education to obtain a job
No good paying jobs with affordable
benefits
No child care available during the hours
needed
Do not have computer skills
Cost of child care
Few jobs for people without skills
Current jobs are low paying
Cost of transportation
Long commute to jobs
Employers leaving the area
Lack of transportation
I have a criminal history
Because of my ethnicity/race
Not a problem

1.5%
3%
4.5%
11.4%
2.7%
1.5%
3.9%
.3%
.3%
53.9%

Response Percent
3.6%
3.6%
3.6%
5.4%
15.7%
1.8%
17.8%
2.7%
6.9%
3.9%
2.1%
.9%
7.5%
2.1%
1.2%
52.1%

I utilize the public library system.
Never

A few times a
year

Monthly

Weekly

Daily

20.2%

43.4%

18.1%

10.5%

.9%

Online computer facilities are available in my community.
Not available

Available with
appointment

Available

14.5%

6.6%

64.8%
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I have online access in my home.
Available,
Available, but a
unlimited access
limited plan
63%
17.8%

Not Available
11.7%

Do you need any of the following educational services?
Answer Options
One-on-one support achieving goals
ABLE/GED classes
Vocational rehabilitation
Butler Tech Career Center
Pell grants/financial aid
Specialized skills training
Community college/university
Literacy/reading tutoring
English as second language
On-line school options
Open enrollment in school districts
Ohio Means Jobs
Parenting skills
Relationship skills
Other

Response Percent
4.2%
6%
1.2%
4.5%
8.7%
5.1%
5.7%
.9%
12%
8.7%
2.7%
3.3%
3.6%
2.1%
2.4%

Please answer the following questions regarding prenatal to age three services::
Answer Options
Enrolled in Early Head Start
Enrolled in Help Me Grow
Enrolled in another early intervention
service
On waiting list
Need services
Do not need services

Response Percent
36.7%
19.6%
3%
3.9%
2.7%
30.7%

Housing is a problem for me because:
Answer Options

Page | 79

Response Percent

BCESC Head Start/Early Head Start Community Assessment

I spend more than 30% of income on
rent/mortgage payment
I can’t afford utility deposits/payments
I don’t have enough space for my family
I have to share a house with another family
My house needs significant repairs or
weatherization
I live in an unsafe area
Not a problem

17.5%
6.6%
9%
3%
5.4%
1.8%
63.3%

I can find affordable housing that meets my family's needs.
Strongly
Disagree

Disagree

Neutral

Agree

Strongly
Agree

4.2%

9.3%

24.7%

37.3%

15.4%

How many times has your family moved in the past 3 years?

Moved multiple
times

Moved at least
once

Have been in
the same place
for a year

6%

30.1%

10.8%

Have been
in same
place for
multiple
years
44.9%

Would you lose your housing if you were unexpectedly unemployed?
Would lose
housing
immediately

Would lose
housing within 3
months

Would lose
housing within
6 months

Would not
lose
housing

16.6%

13.9%

8.4%

50.3%

Do you feel you could purchase a home in your community?
Not an option

Possible option

Strong option

Already
own house

Not
interested

21.7%

26.8%

8.4%

25.9%

8.4%
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If you needed to find temporary shelter, would you be able to find someplace within your community?
Not available

At least one
option available

21.7%

44.9%

Multiple
options
available
19%

Are funds available to help with rent emergencies?
Not available

At least one
option available

30.4%

37.7%

Multiple
options
available
12%

Does your family receive subsidized housing?
Answer Options
Yes
No
On waiting list

Response Percent
11.7%
79.2%
.6%

Has your home been weatherized?
Answer Options
Yes
No
On waiting list
Don’t know

Response Percent
24.4%
29.5%
.9%
37.3%

What is your primary heat source?
Answer Options
Gas
Page | 81

Response Percent
45.5%
BCESC Head Start/Early Head Start Community Assessment

42.5%
.3%
.9%
.6%
.3%
.9%

Electric
Propane
Portable heaters
Wood stove
No heat
Fuel oil

In the last 12 months, have you lived with friends, relatives, parents, or grandparents?
Answer Options

Response Percent
5.7%
2.1%
1.2%
9%
76.8%

Yes, for 0-3 months
Yes, for 3-6 months
Yes, for 6-9 months
Yes, for 9-12 months
No

Do you have any of the following housing problems?
Answer Options
Discrimination
Overcrowding
Unsafe neighborhood
Landlord disputes
Landlord neglect
Need repairs
Unstable situation (may be asked to move)
Infestation (bugs, mice, spiders,etc)
No problems

Response Percent
2.1%
2.7%
4.2%
.3%
2.4%
15.1%
.9%
3.9%
69.6%

Food is a problem for me because:
Answer Options
Lack of transportation to larger grocery
stores
Not enough money to buy food
Food stamps run out before end of month
Emergency food not available (food
pantry)
Lack of food
Don't know how to cook
Don't want to go to food pantries
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Fresh fruits and vegetables not available
Don't have working stove or refrigerator
Not a problem

.6%
.9%
80.1%

Does your community have any of the following services?
Answer Options
Summer lunch programs
Backpack programs
Farmers market
Church related food programs
Major grocery store chain
Corner market/bodega
Food pantry

Response Percent
31%
27.1%
37.3%
40.1%
53%
22.6%
55.7%

Do you skip meals so that your children or other family members have enough to eat?
Answer Options

Response Percent

Yes, frequently
Yes, sometimes
No

2.4%
15.4%
77.1%

Do you have enough food for your family?
Answer Options
Yes, everyday
Yes, some days
No

Response Percent
79.5%
13.9%
3.3%

Do you need WIC?
Answer Options
Yes
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No
Do not need it
Do not qualify

53.9%
9.9%
8.4%

Do you need SNAP?
Answer Options
Yes, I receive SNAP
Yes, but didn't qualify/apply
No

Response Percent
29.5%
12.3%
51.2%

Managing money is a problem for me because:
Answer Options
Need help budgeting
No credit counseling available
Lack of cash assistance
Too many cash advance/payday loan
companies
Too much debt
No free tax prep (to help with earned
income credits
I do not have a bank account
Other (please specify)

Response Percent
9.9%
4.8%
5.4%
1.2%
14.8%
.9%
13.6%
5.1%

Do you have any of the following?
Answer Options
Bank Credit Card
Bank Debit Card
Prepaid Loadable Debit Card
Cash advance or payday loans
Past due utility bills
Past due car payments
Past due rent/mortgage payments
Past due phone/cell phone bill
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Other unpaid bills or bills in collection
TANF, Medicaid or Food Stamp sanctions
Auto title loans
Credit card debt
Rent-to-own bill(s)

19.3%
6.9%
7.2%
19.6%
3.3%

I ask my family or friends to help pay bills.
Answer Options

Response Percent

Yes, every month
Yes, sometimes
No

1.5%
21.7%
72.9%

Transportation is a problem because:
Answer Options
Lack of knowledge on how to buy a car
Cost of buying/down payment
Lack of credit to buy a car
Cost of maintaining a car
Cost of car repairs
Cost of gasoline
Lack of help in learning to drive or getting
license
Lack of valid license
Lack of car insurance
Limited public transportation
Cost of taxi services
Cost of public transportation
Lack of low cost rides to appointments
Depend on others for transportation
Unreliable vehicle
Not a problem
Other

Response Percent
1.5%
5.7%
5.1%
3.9%
5.7%
5.4%
1.8%
2.1%
4.8%
3.3%
3.3%
2.1%
.9%
4.8%
5.7%
72.6%
.6%

Are you able to get transportation to the nearest town or commercial center during business hours?
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Not able

Somewhat able

Very able

7.2%

23.5%

62.3%

Are you able to get emergency transportation?
Not able

Somewhat able

Very able

8.1%

23.2%

62%

Have you ever missed an appointment or meeting because you couldn't find transportation?
Answer Options

Response Percent

Yes, frequently
Yes, sometimes
No

3%
18.4%
74.4%

Have you or a close family member been negatively impacted by substance abuse in any way?
Yes

No

18.7%

75.3%

Which of the following is true:
Answer Options
I have medical co-pays and deductions
I have prescription co-pays and deductions
I am in good health
I have temporary health problems
I have chronic health problems
Need in-home health worker
Need in-home chore worker
Need hospice services
Need immunization services
Need dental services
Need vision services
Page | 86

Response Percent
31.3%
25%
55.7%
10.5%
11.7%
0%
.6%
0%
2.1%
10.5%
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Need drug/alcohol abuse services
Need counseling services
Need mental health services
Need family planning
Need prenatal care

0%
2.1%
3.6%
1.2%
1.2%

Have you experienced discrimination based on any of the following?
Answer Options
Response Percent
6%
Age
14.5%
Race/Culture
2.7%
Religion
2.1%
Sexual orientation
13.6%
Income level
No, I have not experienced discrimination
59.6%
in these areas

1305.3(B) (6) The resources in the community that could be used to address the needs of Head Start
eligible children and their families, including assessments of their availability and accessibility.
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Butler County Assistance Programs
Butler County Community Action Agency
SELF, or Supports to Encourage Low-income Families, is the community action agency for Butler County
Ohio. They offer several programs to help local residents with their bills and expenses, and that will also
help people become self-sufficient over the long term. Some of their programs include:
●

Weatherization- SELF serves as Butler County's Weatherization intake center. SELF can help lowincome individuals apply for this federal government program. Weatherization will install, for
free, upgrades to client’s homes, including extra insulation, caulking, windows, furnace tune
ups, and more. The goal is to help people reduce their utility and heating bills.

●

Utility and Heating Bill Assistance from the Home Energy Assistance Program & Summer Crisis
Cooling Program – If you are struggling in today’s difficult economy, low income, elderly, or
disabled, you may be eligible for grants from LIHEAP. The Supports to Encourage Low-income
Families agency (SELF) provides both winter and summer utility assistance for eligible families.
This is a federal government program that provides eligible household with grants and funds to
pay their bills and keep their service on.

●

Employment & education program - This program will help participants map out steps to
success through Job search assistance, job training and resume building advice and tips.

Contact SELF at 1790 S. Erie Highway, Ste. A-C, Hamilton, OH 45011, (513) 868-9300.

Other Assistance Programs
The Family Resource Center (FRC) provides individuals and families in the Oxford Ohio and Butler
County area with help and self-sufficiency services from nonprofit organizations and charities.
The groups provides lower income families with basic living essentials including household items,
furniture, rent help, prescription medication assistance, utility and heating bill assistance, emergency
food and shelter, and special transportation assistance.
In addition, the FRC center promotes self-sufficiency by helping clients with short-term financial
planning, work training opportunities, long-term goal management, GED test training , work clothing
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vouchers, assistance and help with other employment, and English lessons for speakers of another
language.
The FRC group helps clients with registration and scheduling services including Lions Club, Oxford
Talawanda Dental Services, People United for Self Help and also the Ohio Benefit Bank organization.
These referrals to these groups will assist clients with formula and diapers, dental services, medical
assistance services and supplies, home repairs, immunizations, job and employment search, free legal
aid, affordable housing, parenting and eye exams or receiving glasses.
The Holiday Gift Program is a program whereby Walmart gift cards are given to low and mid income
families to offer a better holiday experience and help pay for holiday gifts. Phone (513) 523-5859.
Salvation Army of Hamilton - Numerous assistance programs are offered. Free food, financial assistance
for paying rent, heating, and energy bills, thrift stores, holiday programs, and basic living needs. The
local centers serves the low income, seniors, and poor in all of Butler County and surrounding regions.
Referrals to other agencies may be provided too. Call (513) 863-1445.
Hamilton Ohio Society of Saint Vincent De Paul partners with churches in Hamilton County Ohio and
organizations in Cincinnati. Together they operate thrift stores and clothing closets for the low income
and general public. These locations may have winter coats, boots, work clothes, and Christmas
assistance. Other financial assistance for homeless prevention may be available from the society. This
includes emergency rental, heating bill, and general utility assistance. Hundreds of families from the
county are supported every year from their resources.
Community Action Partnership supports those in the Dayton part of Butler County. Low income
programs are administered. Some of the services in highest demand include transitional housing, food,
and funds for paying energy bills. Other self-sufficiency and employment services are also administered.
Free Christmas and holiday resources are offered by churches, non-profits, and other charity
organizations. Qualified low income Butler County residents can receive support around all of the
holidays. Gifts, toys, clothing, meals, and free food are examples of what is offered.
Emergency rental assistance - Several nonprofits, churches, charities, and government organizations
oversee rental and housing programs for the Butler County Ohio region. Each agency is focused on
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preventing homelessness, helping people find long term, stable housing, and offering other forms of
support. While funding and grants are limited, a case manager may also have referrals as a last resort.
Butler County Department of Job and Family Services can help the poor and less fortunate. Their
assistance is usually offered as a last resort, when the residents is out of other options. Low income
families can get help with utilities from Home Heating Credit. People facing eviction or the homeless can
apply for emergency rental or security deposit assistance. There is also free food, Emergency Shelter for
Abuse Victims, information on loan programs to pay for basic needs, Employment Transportation, and
other support too. The main office is in Hamilton Ohio, phone (513) 887-5600.
Jewish Family Service supports the city and portions of Boone County. The charity may offer help,
regardless of faith or religion. Examples of solutions include one-time rent or security deposit help, care
for seniors, applications to Ohio Senior Health Insurance Information Program or medical programs, and
more. Another focus is on basic needs such as food, shelter, Meals on Wheels and eviction prevention.
Butler Metropolitan Housing Authority can provide assistance for the elderly, very low-income
households, and the disabled. Resources can help them pay for decent, safe, and sanitary housing in the
private rental market in the county. 4110 Hamilton-Middletown Road, Hamilton, OH 45011-6218. Call
(513) 896-4411.

Preble County Assistance Programs
The Preble County community has a long history of collaborating in order to maximize services to children
and families. Representatives from BCESC Preble County work closely with collaborators on several critical
committees including ESC Regional Collaboration, Family and Children First Council, United Way Success
by 6, Regional Mental Health Task Force, Preble County Health Advisory Committee, Safe Communities
Coalition, and many others.

The following identifies a selection of important resources that are available to program families within
Preble County in order to address their educational needs.

EDUCATIONAL SUPPORTS
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Preble County Educational

Preble County Educational Service Center provides public preschool

Service Center

and special needs preschool classrooms in multiple locations
throughout the County.

Preble County HMG

Help Me Grow provides many types of services to infants and toddlers
with developmental delays or disabilities and their families. The
program provides appropriate specialized services and will helps
parents identify present and future needs of their child.

Preble County DD

The Preble County Board of DD provides services to the young children
in our county in partnership with Help Me Grow and the local school
districts. Preble County DD is a service provider to families whose
children have been deemed eligible through the Help Me Grow
System (under the Ohio Department of Health, Bureau of Early
Intervention Services).

(5) Local School Districts with

LEA’s work to insure that transition from 0-2 programs to 3-5

Interagency Agreements

programs is seamless for parents.

The following identifies a selection of important resources that are available to Head Start families
within Preble County in order to address their health and social service needs.

HEALTH AND SOCIAL SERVICE SUPPORTS
American Red Cross of

Disaster Relief including emergency housing, clothing and food and medical

Preble County

needs and assistance with resettlement, blood collection, transportation
services, HIV/AIDS education, and the language bank.

Preble County

Medical Card, TANF, food stamps for all who are eligible; Healthy Start;

Department of Job and

health check, job training, parent education, child care vouchers; enhanced

Family Services

medicaid transportation; adult services; nursing home information and
enrollment in programs for nursing home care; abuse and neglect: for
children and adults investigation and protective services.

Preble County

Services include Help Me Grow for at-risk and Part C children birth to three,

Educational Service

immunizations, well-child clinic, prenatal, physical exams, and treatment

Center

for illnesses, pregnancy tests, lead screenings, and early intervention.
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Other programs are Families and Children First Council, Preble County
Success, Therapeutic Interagency Programs, Alternative Schools.
Preble County Mental

Collaborates with many local providers to help families with mental health

Health

needs, including support groups and parent.

Preble County

Community Action Agencies focus all available local, state, private and

Community Action

federal resources on empowering low-income individuals and families to

Partnership

attain the skills, knowledge and opportunities required to become selfsufficient.

Family and Children First

BCESC Family and Children First Council (FCFC) is a planning and

Council

coordination structure for human services in the County. FCFC is
responsible for helping the major child serving public systems work
together collaboratively.

Preble County

Provides services and oversight and in care of matters relating to Preble

Department of Health

County public health.

W.I.C. (Women, Infant,

Provides nutrition education and vouchers for food (such as milk, eggs,

& Children)

cheese, and juice) for pregnant women and children less than five years of
age.
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Trends

Though the poverty level of children and families in Butler and Preble counties have stabilized from sharp
increases in past years, there continues to be basic resource needs for many families in these
communities. The BCESC will continue to seek new and innovative ways to meet their unique needs by
pooling resources with community partners to support our families and children. We will market our
services to the community for targeting those families most in need. We will to continue collaborating
with our school districts partners to provide premier early childhood programming in our families’ home
districts. We have hope that through continued early childhood funding support, in conjunction with
growing economic opportunities in Butler and Preble counties, we can continue to provide resources to
income eligible families and promote wellbeing and thriving.

Highlights and Challenges
Families and staff at BCESC Head Start/Early Head Start reflected back on the year and the real challenges
faced by our local communities. The consensus is that securing affordable housing and childcare primary
concerns for families, which explains why more than 50% of families surveyed listed better pay and
benefits regarding how they can improve their employment situation.
BCESC has responded to these challenges by directly providing families with needed resources (e.g.,
providing duration classrooms) or referring them to other agencies in the community that can meet their
family’s need (e.g., SELF, or Supports to Encourage Low-income Families). Thus, many survey
respondents reported being able to meet their basic needs (e.g., secure transportation, provide
sustenance for family members, weatherize their home), which aligns with the improved economic
conditions in southwest Ohio correspond to the improved community. Unfortunately, these economic
conditions still do not meet the needs of a significant portion of children and families in Butler and Preble
counties, who continue to struggle with gaining access to resource that help them combat poverty. The
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BCESC early childhood programs provide important opportunities that help meet the basic needs of these
families while also giving them access to educational opportunities that promote wellbeing and thriving.

SUMMARY
A review of the statistics and trends presented in this report highlight the continuing need for early
childhood educational services in both Butler and Preble counties. Identified risk factors include poverty,
food insecurity, poor mental health and substance abuse. The continued improvement of economic
conditions in southwest OH has assisted many families escape poverty; however, approximately 10% of
families in both Preble and Butler counties are in poverty and early childhood programming is a critical
need for these families. More specifically, the BCESC early childhood programs (e.g., Early Head Start
and Head Start) will be critical to providing the comprehensive educational, nutritional, health, and
parenting programming to assist low income families in their journey towards thriving. Although in some
cases our numbers in Butler and Preble county are looking better than those at the state level in 2017
(e.g., 46.5% of K-12 children qualify for the national school lunch program28), the proportion of the
population at risk in both counties (e.g., having 39% and 42% of K-12 children in Preble and Butler
counties eligible for school lunch) highlight the sizable proportion of children in Preble and Butler
counties who remain at risk, and thus are in need for early childhood educational services.

Final Statement
The Governing Board, Policy Council, and agency staff are committed to the proactive use of this
assessment as we plan for future implementation of our services.
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Addendum1
Butler & Preble County Needs Assessment
This report contains feedback from representatives of N = 124 low income families across Butler
and Preble Counties. Preble count participants (n = 56) are primarily derived from its pool of
eligible early childhood programs. Participants from Butler county derive from three community
programs: SELF (n = 44), ODJFS (n = 3), and Help Me Grow (n = 21). To help mask participant
identify, all response were compiled into one report2.
Preble and Butler Combined Survey Results

School District of Residence
Answer Options
Eaton Community

Response Percent
12.9

Edgewood City

1.6

Fairfield City

8.9

Hamilton City

24.2

Lakota Local

7.3

Madison Local

2.4

Middletown City

7.3

Monroe Local

.8

National Trail Local

3.2

New Miami Local

1.6

Preble Shawnee Local

16.9

Ross Local

.8

Talawanda City

.8

Tri County North Local

8.1

Twin Valley Community Local

3.2

Ethnicity
Answer Options

Response Percent

Other

.8

American Indian or Alaskan Native

.8

Biracial or Multiracial
Black/African American
Hispanic

2.4
15.3
4.0

2

please note that some answers may have a cumulative response higher than 100% due to rounding error or participant ability to
select more than one answer.
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White

76.6

What is your gender?
Answer Options

Response Percent

Female

81.5

Male

16.9

What is your age?
Answer Options

Response Percent

unk

.8

18-25

28.2

26-35

37.9

36-45

18.5

46-55

8.1

56-65

6.5

What is the highest level of education you have completed?
Answer Options

Response Percent

Less than high school

10

High school graduate

43

Technical school

9

Some college

23

Associates degree

12

Bachelor degree

2

Graduate degree

1

How many people live in your house?
Answer Options

Response Percent

1

8.1

10

.8

11

.8

2

13.7

3

18.5

4

13.7

5

17.7

6

3.2

7

5.6

8

.8

9

.8
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What is your family structure?
Answer Options

Response Percent

Single parent family

44.4

Two parent family

42.7

Grandparents w/ custody

2.4

Other relative w/ custody

2.4

Self

3.2

Self and child

.8

How did you choose your child’s preschool or childcare
program (please check your top 3 considerations)?
Answer Options

Response Percent

Convenient location

41.1

Good reputation

34.7

Affordable

24.2

Quality rating (ex: step up to quality, NAEYC)

14.5

Special needs
Referred by a friend or family member
I did not take my child to preschool or childcare

1.6
29.8
21

If you did not enroll your child in a preschool or childcare
program, please tell us why (check all that apply)?
Answer Options

Response Percent

No program available

1.6

Too costly

6.5

No Transportation

1.6

Program unable to support child’s
special needs
Did not wish to enroll (see next
question)
n/a
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If you did not wish to enroll your child in a preschool or
childcare program, please select the option that best
describes your reason.
Answer Options

Response Percent

Personal preference

8.1

Found to be unnecessary

1.6

Disliked available options

.8

Previous experience with
childcare program or school

1.6

Child not ready

8.9

It wasn’t safe

1.6

n/a

44.4

Please answer the following questions regarding prenatal to
age three services:
Answer Options

Response Percent

Enrolled in Early Head Start

28.2

Enrolled in Help Me Grow

22.6

Enrolled in another early
intervention service
Need services
Did not need services

5.6
2.4
34.7

Do you currently have a way to get a break from caring for
your children (sometimes called “respite”)?
Answer Options

Response Percent

No

24.2

Yes

59.7
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Would you access respite are if it were offered in the
following ways:
Answer Options
At a church or other community
center

Response Percent
12.1

In the care of a trained provider

20.2

In your home

24.2

Not needed

10.5

at church or trained provider

.8

Both in center or church would be

.8

okay
choose all 3

1.6

family member

.8

family member or friend

.8

n/a

1.6

not sure

.8

There are opportunities for job growth for me and my
family in my community.
Answer Options

Response Percent

Agree

36.3

Disagree

14.5

Neutral

29.0

Strongly Agree

11.3

Strongly disagree

5.6

Members of all racial and ethnic backgrounds are able to
obtain full-time employment in my community.
Answer Options

Response Percent

Agree

37.9

Disagree

12.1

Neutral

26.6

Strongly Agree

16.9

Strongly Disagree
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Members of all racial and ethnic backgrounds are treated
equally in my community.
Answer Options

Response Percent

Agree

30.6

Disagree

16.9

Neutral

33.1

Strongly Agree

12.1

Strongly Disagree

5.6

Please answer the following questions regarding your
employment status (check all that apply):
Answer Options
Currently working
Employed full-time earning
minimum wage or less

Response Percent
40.3
4.8

Temporary full-time

.8

Temporary part-time

2.4

Retired
Disabled

.8
11.3

14-25 and not working

5.6

Unemployed less than 3 months

7.3

Unemployed more than 3
months
Full time homemaker
Unemployed, never worked
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Please answer the following employments for adults in your
household:
Answer Options
Currently working
Full-time employed earning
minimum wage or less
Temporary part-time
Retired
Disabled

Response Percent
58.1
5.6
3.2
4
17.7

14-25 and not working

1.6

Unemployed less than 3 months

5.6

Unemployed more than 3 months

15.3

Full time homemaker

12.1

Unemployed, never worked

3.2

Lack skills to obtain a job

6.5

Unable to find jobs in the area

7.3

Lack education to obtain a job

4.8

No good paying jobs with
affordable benefits
No child care available during the
hours needed
Do not have computer skills
Cost of child care

7.3

12.1
4
14.5

Few jobs for people without skills

2.4

Current jobs are low paying

9.7

Cost of transportation

6.5

Long commute to jobs

3.2

Employers leaving the area

2.4

Lack of transportation

8.1

I have a criminal history

8.1

Because of my ethnicity/race

1.6

Not a problem

52.4

More hours

10.5
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If you could improve your current employment what areas
would you focus on?
Answer Options

Response Percent

More hours

10.5

Better pay

35.5

Increased benefits

16.1

Increased responsibility

4.0

Reduced required overtime

1.6

Change career or position

11.3

Job stability

15.3

Location of job

7.3

Flexible working hours

18.5

n/a

33.9

construction, manufacturing, biology

.8

currently have no medical thru employer

.8

disabled

.8

get one

.8

My child needs 24/7 supervision

.8

workplaces do not comply

Please identify for your strengths for employment:
Answer Options

Response Percent

Formally trained or certified skills

41.9

Skills gained from experience

55.6

Positive work history

55.6

Education

41.9

Dependable transportation

49.2

Dependable childcare

26.6

Disabled in college now

1.6

Lack
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Please identify your barriers for employment:
Answer Options
Lack of reliable transportation

Response Percent
11.3

Permanent health/disability problem

8.9

Temporary disability problem

5.6

Lack of high school diploma/GED

3.2

Pregnancy
Emotionally unable to work
Lack of adult dependent care
Discrimination (age, race, gender)
Lack of childcare
Lack of preschool programs
Criminal record/history
No barriers

4
2.4
.8
1.6
22.6
.8
9.7
36.3

Ability to tend to my child without being fired

.8

at times evening hours

.8

Child with medical condition and college student

.8

Disability

.8

disabled

.8

experience doesn't matter/college degree only
does

.8

financial

.8

Health issues

.8

ongoing custody battle/court dates/exceeding
time needed off work
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Do you need any of the following employment services?
Answer Options

Response Percent

Unemployment

.8

Skills training

8.9

Career search

7.3

Butler Tech Career Center

11.2

Job seeking

8.9

Business ownership

5.6

Vocational rehabilitation

4

Support achievement goals

8.1

Computer skills

10.5

Community college

5.6

N/a

56.5

One-on-one support achieving goals

6.5

ABLE/GED classes

4.8

Pell grants/financial aid

12.1

Specialized skills training

7.3

Community college/university

8.9

Literacy/reading tutoring

3.2

English as second language

2.4

On-line school options

8.9

Open enrollment in school districts

2.4

Ohio means jobs

7.3

Parenting skills

5.6

Relationship skills

6.5

blended family skills

1

.8

disability

1

.8

disabled

1

.8

hands on

1

.8

In school

1

.8

no

1

.8

NO/NA

1

.8

none

2

1.6

Pursue bachelors degree

1

.8
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Education is a problem for me because:
Answer Options

Response Percent

No high school diploma

5.6

Lack of GED

4.8

Lack of access to programs for obtaining GED

1.6

Lack of child care

11.3

Lack of computer skills

4.0

Lack of programs for gaining computer skills

3.2

Cost of transportation

5.6

Lack of transportation

6.5

Lack of tuition money

19.4

Lack of vocational skills

4.8

Lack of access to vocational skills programs

5.6

Lack of college education

4.8

Threats of violence in schools
Lack of dropout prevention programs
Not a problem

.8
1.6
59.7

I utilize the public library system.
Answer Options
A few times a year
Daily

Response Percent
50.0
.8

Monthly

17.7

Never

25.0

Weekly

6.5

I have online access in my home.
Answer Options

Response Percent

Available, unlimited access

68.5

Available, but limited plan

18.5

Not available

11.3
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On-line computer facilities are available I my community.
Answer Options
Available

Response Percent
77.4

Available with appointment
Not available

4.0
12.9

I can find affordable housing that meets my family’s needs.
Answer Options

Response Percent

Agree

31.5

Disagree

16.1

Neutral

27.4

Strongly Agree

17.7

Strongly Disagree

5.6

Housing is a problem for me because: (check all that apply)?
Answer Options
I spend more than 30% of income on
rent/mortgage payment
I can't afford utility deposits/payments

Response Percent

18.5
19.4

I don't have enough space for my family

8.9

I have to share a house with another

6.5

family
My house needs significant repairs or

8.1

weatherization
I live in an unsafe area
Not a problem

4.0
57.3

How many time has your family moved in the past three
years?
Answer Options
Have been in same place for multiple years
Have been in the same place for a year

Response Percent
43.5
9.7

Moved at least once

25.8

Moved multiple times

18.5

Page | 113

BCESC Head Start/Early Head Start Community Assessment

Would you lose your housing if you were unexpectedly
unemployed?
Answer Options

Response Percent

No answer

6.5

Would lose housing immediately

13.7

Would lose housing within 3 months

27.4

Would lose housing within 6 months

11.3

Would not lose housing

41.1

Do you feel you could purchase a home in your community?
Answer Options

Response Percent

Already own house

17.7

Not an option

34.7

Not interested

11.3

Possible option

25.0

Strong option

9.7

If you needed to find temporary shelter, would you be able
to find someplace within your community?
Answer Options

Response Percent

At least one option available

48.4

Multiple options available

19.4

Not available

26.6

Are funds available in the community or from an agency to
help with rent emergencies?
Answer Options

Response Percent

At least one option available

38.7

Multiple options available

10.5

Not available

39.5

Does your family receive subsidized housing?
Answer Options
No
On waiting list
Yes
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Has your home been winterized?
Answer Options

Response Percent

Don't know

37.9

No

39.5

On waiting list
Yes

1.6
19.4

What is your primary heat source?
Answer Options

Response Percent

Electric

52.4

Gas

36.3

No heat

1.6

Portable heaters

3.2

Propane

1.6

Wood stove

4.0

In the last 12 months, have you lived with friends, relative,
parents, or grandparents?
Answer Options
No answer
No

Response Percent
3.2
68.5

Yes, for 6-9 months

5.6

Yes, for 9-12 months

16.1

Yes, for 0-3 months

1.6

Yes, for 3-6 months

4.8

Do you have any of the following housing problems?
Answer Options

Response Percent

Discrimination

3.2

Overcrowding

5.6

Unsafe neighborhood

6.5

Landlord disputes

.8

Landlord neglect

10.5

Need repairs

20.2

Unstable situation (may be asked to move)

3.2

Infestation (bugs, mice, spiders, etc.)

4.8

No problems
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Food is a problem or me because:
Answer Options

Response Percent

Lack of transportation to larger grocery stores

2.4

Not enough money to buy food

16.9

Food stamps run out before end of month

11.3

Emergency food not available (food pantry)

.8

Lack of food

2.4

Don't know how to cook

1.6

Don't want to go to food pantries

3.2

Fresh fruits and vegetables not available

1.6

Don't have working stove or refrigerator

.8

Not a problem

70.2

Does your community have any of the following services?
Answer Options

Response Percent

Summer lunch programs

20.2

Backpack programs

19.4

Farmers market

42.7

Church related food programs

52.4

Major grocery store chain

52.4

Corner market/bodega

24.2

Food pantry

71.0

Do you skip meals so that your children or other family
members have enough to eat?
Answer Options

Response Percent

No answer

3.2

No

76.6

Yes, frequently

6.5

Yes, sometimes

13.7

Do you have enough food for your family?
Answer Options

Response Percent

No answer

1.6

No

7.3

Yes, everyday

67.7

Yes, some days

23.4
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Do you need WIC?
Answer Options

Response Percent

No answer

1.6

Do not need it

9.7

Do not qualify

8.1

No

51.6

Yes

29.0

Do you need SNAP?
Answer Options

Response Percent

No answer

9.7

No

47.6

Yes, but didn't qualify/apply

14.5

Yes, I receive SNAP

28.2

Managing money is a problem for me because:
Answer Options
Need help budgeting

Response Percent
18.5

No credit counseling available

7.3

Lack of cash assistance

9.7

Too many cash advance/pay day loan companies

3.2

Too much debt
No free tax prep (to help with earned income credits
I do not have a bank account

29.0
1.6
19.4

It's not a problem

.8

n/a

.8

no

.8

No concerns

.8

no help

.8

no problem

.8

none

.8

not a problem

.8

sometimes more bills than money

.8

Student loans

.8
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Do you have any of the following?
Answer Options

Response Percent

Bank Credit Card

23.4

Bank Debit Card

46.8

Prepaid Loadable Debit Card

11.3

Cash advance or payday loans

12.1

Past due utility bills

28.2

Past due car payments

8.9

Past due rent/mortgage payments

5.6

Past due phone/cell phone bill

14.5

Other unpaid bills or bills in collection

29.0

TANF, Medicaid or Food Stamp sanctions

7.3

Auto title loans

9.7

Credit card debt

21.0

Rent-to-Own bill(s)

4.0

I ask my family or friends to help pay bills?
Answer Options
No answer
No
Yes, every month
Yes, sometimes
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Transportation is a problem because:
Answer Options

Response Percent

Lack of knowledge on how to buy a car

3.2

Cost of buying/down payment

12.1

Lack of credit to buy a car

9.7

Cost of maintaining a car

8.9

Cost of car repairs

15.3

Cost of gasoline

7.3

Lack of help in learning to drive or getting license

4.0

Lack of valid license

9.7

Lack of car insurance

9.7

Limited public transportation

4.8

Cost of taxi services

.8

Lack of low cost rides to appointments

.8

Depend on others for transportation

7.3

Unreliable vehicle

4.8

Not a problem

60.5

cant fit all 3 in the car at the same time

.8

Medical issues

.8

no license. cant drive sleep apena/narcolepsy

.8

Are you able to get transportation to the nearest town or
commercial center during business hours?
Answer Options

Response Percent

No answer

4.8

Not able

8.9

Somewhat able

19.4

Very able

66.9

Are you able to get emergency transportation?
Answer Options

Response Percent

No answer

4.8

Not able

8.9

Somewhat able

23.4

Very able

62.9
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Have you ever missed an appointment or meeting because
you couldn’t find transportation?
Answer Options
No answer
No

Response Percent
1.6
67.7

Yes, frequently

4.0

Yes, sometimes

26.6

Have you or a close family member been negatively
impacted by substance abuse in any way?
Answer Options
No answer

Response Percent
2.4

No

63.7

Yes

33.9

Have you experienced discrimination based on any of the
following?
Answer Options

Response Percent

Age

12.1

Race/Culture

13.7

Religion

4.0

Sexual orientation

6.5

Income level

25.8

No, I have not experienced discrimination in these areas

40.3

I have medical co-pays and deductions

18.5

I have prescription co-pays and deductions

17.7

I am in good health

53.2

I have temporary health problems
I have chronic health problems

9.7
15.3

Need in-home health worker

.8

Need in-home chore worker

2.4

Need hospice services

.8

Need dental services

18.5

Need vision services

12.1

Need drug/alcohol abuse services

.8

Need counseling services

10.5

Need mental health services

12.1

Need family planning
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Comparison of Butler & Preble County Survey Results
We briefly provide some comparative analyses of the surveys provided to the two communities.
This analysis highlights some of the differences and similarities across the two communities that
may reflect differences in opportunities for well-being among children and families residing in
those communities.
The first difference between the two communities is that Butler county has more ethnic/racial
diversity than Preble county, likely due to the latter being in rural OH and the former having
more urban locations. Other demographic data across the two counties is quite similar, with
Preble Co. having a slightly older population than Butler and Butler having a higher proportion
of their population obtaining advanced (i.e., post high school) education.
Interestingly, the two counties were opposite regarding the extent to which caregivers has respite
opportunities. Specifically, 37% yes and 58% no for Butler and 24% no and 59% yes for Preble.
This difference may be the result of closer connections among community members in rural
areas relative to that in more urban spaces. This is somewhat reflected in a fewer number of
places that Butler Co. participants agreed to seek respite from in their community relative to that
of Preble Co.
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